
President Barack Obama speaks during a meeting on veterans issues at the Phoenix VA Medical Center Friday , March 13, 2015. 


(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 


Fixes Come Slowly to ‘Corrosive Culture’ at VA Hospitals 


MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
DAVE PHILIPPS 
© 2015 New York Times 
PHOENIX - Nine months 
after President Barack 
Obama concluded that 
a “corrosive culture" had 
led to systemic problems 
at the Department of Vet¬ 
erans Affairs, the nation’s 
largest hospital system has 
made only halting progress 


toward hiring new doc¬ 
tors, replacing incompe¬ 
tent supervisors, upgrading 
outdated computers and 
rebuilding trust with Ameri¬ 
can veterans. 

Obama on Friday made 
his first visit to the depart¬ 
ment's hospital in Phoe¬ 
nix since reports surfaced 
that officials there oversaw 
sham patient waiting lists 


used to hide long delays in 
appointments. Several vet¬ 
erans died waiting for care 
there. 

Those delays set off a po¬ 
litical crisis last summer that 
led to the ouster of the de¬ 
partment's chief and raised 
serious questions about the 
president’s ability to man¬ 
age the sprawling bureau¬ 
cracy. 


Now, patients, veterans 
groups and doctors say de¬ 
lays in receiving care are 
still common, and they ac¬ 
cuse VA officials of failing 
to provide opportunities to 
see private doctors. 

Critics, including Republi¬ 
can lawmakers on Capitol 
Hill, say far too few senior 
managers have been held 
accountable for the mis¬ 


management at the hospi¬ 
tal in Phoenix and at others 
around the country. 

“Very little has changed,” 
said Dr. Sam Foote, an inter¬ 
nist who was one of the first 
whistle-blowers to reveal 
problems with wait times at 
the Phoenix hospital. 


Continued on page 3 















































Making history: St. Patrick’s parade welcomes 2 gay groups 



Retired U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Eric Bullen, of Westborough, Mass., left, holds an American 
flag as U.S. Army veteran Ian Ryan, of Dennis, Mass., front right, rolls up an OutVets banner after 
marching with a group representing LGBT military veterans in a Veterans Day parade in Boston. 
The organizers of Boston’s annual St. Patrick’s Day parade voted to allow the group of gay 
veterans along with a second gay group, Boston Pride, to march in the parade scheduled to 
step off at 1 p.m., on Sunday, March 15, 2015. (AP Photo/Steven Senne) 


MARK PRATT 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — The St. Pat¬ 
rick’s Day parade in Boston 


MONTGOMERY, Alabama 
(AP) — A group retracing 
the steps of civil rights lead¬ 
er Martin Luther King’s 1965 
Selma-to-Montgomery 
march arrived Friday at the 
Alabama Capitol, calling 
for an end to new ballot re¬ 
strictions enacted in the 50 
years since the landmark 
Voting Rights Act. 

Martin Luther King III stood 
near the place his famous 
father addressed marchers 
in 1965, saying the work is 
not yet complete and criti¬ 
cizing practices— includ¬ 
ing voter identification and 
reduced polling hours — 
that he said make it harder 
for people to cast ballots. 
“We go all over the world 


will make history this Sun¬ 
day as two gay and lesbi¬ 
an groups join the fun. 

The advocacy group Bos- 


promoting democracy, 
but right at home, it seems 
like we are suppressing de¬ 
mocracy,” King said. 

The re-enactment march 
was organized by the 
Southern Christian Leader¬ 
ship Conference, first led 
by Martin Luther King. It 
called for a restoration of 
the Voting Rights Act re¬ 
quirement that states with 
histories of minority-voter 
suppression get federal 
permission before chang¬ 
ing voting laws. The U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court in 2013 struck 
down the formula that 
determined which states 
were covered, saying it 
was outdated. 

Marchers left Selma on 


ton Pride and OutVets, a 
group of gay military veter¬ 
ans, have been welcomed 
by the organizers. 


Monday after the nation 
marked the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of Bloody Sunday, the 
March 7, 1965 melee dur¬ 
ing which demonstrators 
were beaten by police on 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge. 
Weeks after the confronta¬ 
tion, Martin Luther King, Jr. 
led the march from Selma 
to Montgomery, arriving on 
March 25, 1965. President 
Lyndon Johnson signed the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 
into law later that year. 
King paid tribute to the 
leaders of the civil rights, 
some famous and some 
not, but said the responsi¬ 
bility was on everyone to 
continue the work. 
Segregationist Gov. 


“This is a tremendous leap 
forward,” Boston Pride or¬ 
ganizer Sylvain Bruni said 
Friday. 

Until now, gay rights groups 
have been barred by the 
South Boston Allied War 
Veterans Council from 
marching in the parade, 
which draws as many as 
a million spectators each 
year. Twenty years ago, 
the U.S. Supreme Court up¬ 
held the organizers’ right to 
keep gays out. 

But Brian Mahoney com¬ 
mands the council now, 
and he’s shrugging off 
questions about sexual ori¬ 
entation. 

Just like Pope Francis, he 
says, “Who am I to judge?" 
This Sunday's parade 
through the traditionally 
Irish-American enclave 
also will be shorter than 
years past: So much snow 
remains piled on sidewalks 
after the brutal winter that 
the city has had to cut the 
route in half. 

And for the first time in two 
decades, a Boston mayor 
plans to be marching, too. 


George Wallace in 1965 
watched marchers from 
a window in the Alabama 
Capitol. On Friday, Gov. 
Robert Bentley shook King’s 
hand and welcomed the 
group to Montgomery. 
However, some people 
greeted the Republican 
governor with chants de¬ 
manding more health care 
support. Bentley has so far 
declined to expand cover¬ 
age under Obamacare. 
About 100 people made 
the 54-mile (87-kilometer) 
trek along U.S. Highway 
80 to Montgomery. A few 
were in their 60s and 70s 
and had marched in 1965. 
Others were born decades 
after that. 


“With this year's parade, 
Boston is putting years of 
controversy behind us,” 
Mayor Marty Walsh said 
Friday. Boston’s mayors 
have boycotted the event 
since 1995, when the coun¬ 
cil took its fight to exclude 
gay groups all the way to 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
and won. The justices ruled 
unanimously that it would 
violate the free speech 
rights of private citizens 
who organize a parade if 
they are forced to include 
a group that doesn’t share 
its message. 

“They're not going to shove 
something down our face 
that's not our traditional 
values," said the council's 
leader at the time, John 
“Wacko” Hurley, a year 
before the landmark 1995 
ruling. 

It would be eight more 
years before Massachu¬ 
setts became the first state 
to legalize gay marriage, a 
trend that has since spread 
across most of the United 
States. Today, more than 
70 percent of Americans 
live in states where gay 
marriage is allowed. 

The council’s current lead¬ 
ers voted 5-4 in December 
to welcome OutVets as 
one of about 100 groups in 
this year’s parade. Boston 
Pride announced Friday 
that it also received an ac¬ 
ceptance letter from the 
council this week. 

“We're excited to be 
there," said Bryan Bishop, a 
20-year U.S. Air Force veter¬ 
an who founded the group 
representing lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
veterans. “We’ve received 
nothing but positive feed¬ 
back, from the mayor all 
the way down.” 

Not everyone agrees with 
the change. While some 
Roman Catholic groups 
are still participating, oth¬ 
ers have pulled out, orga¬ 
nizer Timothy Duross says.Q 


Alabama: 

King march re-enactment arrives at state Capitol 
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Fixes Come Slowly to ‘Corrosive Culture’ at VA Hospitals 


Continued from Front 


He said in an interview 
on Thursday that in some 
cases the hospital was hid¬ 
ing delays by persuading 
veterans to take appoint¬ 
ments months in the future, 
then entering the dates as 
the veterans’ preference 
so the appointments did 
not count in calculations 
of wait times. 

He added, “We still have 
delays being caused by 
staffing problems that they 
are trying to cover up.” 

The continued problems at 
the hospitals underscore 
the grim reality that over¬ 
hauling a federal depart¬ 
ment with almost 300,000 
employees scattered 
across the country is a dif¬ 
ficult and tedious process. 
That truth will almost cer¬ 
tainly ensure that Obama 
fails to make good on his 
2008 campaign promise 
to fix the “broken bureau¬ 
cracy of the VA” before he 
leaves office. 

But administration officials 
insist that the situation is 
getting better, if slowly. In 
a highly stage-managed 
appearance at the Phoe¬ 
nix hospital Friday, Obama 
acknowledged the need 
for more improvement, 
even as he insisted that 
significant progress is be¬ 
ing made by Robert A. Mc¬ 
Donald, the department’s 
new secretary. 

Obama held a private dis¬ 
cussion with the hospital’s 
managers, elected officials 
and staff and closed-door 
visits with some patients. 
He said he expected the 
pace of progress to steadi¬ 
ly increase and vowed to 


hold McDonald account¬ 
able for delivering high- 
quality care to returning 
members of the nation’s 
military and their families. 
Republicans who attended 
the session with the presi¬ 
dent on Friday, including 


Obama’s one-time presi¬ 
dential rival, Sen. John Mc¬ 
Cain of Arizona, are dis¬ 
missive of the president’s 
claims. They say reforms 
in the enormous veterans 
health care system have 
been sluggish, and many 
of the leaders who presid¬ 
ed over the scandal are still 
in place. 

After firing Eric K. Shinseki, his 
first VA secretary, Obama 
selected McDonald, the 
former president and chief 
executive of Procter & 


Gamble, to turn around the 
troubled department. 

The new secretary vowed 
to act “aggressively” in 
holding people account¬ 
able, but since taking 
control he has fired fewer 
employees than his prede¬ 


cessor did in the year be¬ 
fore he resigned. The VA 
was forced to backtrack 
in February after McDon¬ 
ald claimed on “Meet the 
Press” that 60 employees 
had been fired for manipu¬ 
lating wait times. A spokes¬ 
man later said it was fewer 
than 20. 

The director of the Phoenix 
hospital, Sharon Helman, 
was fired in December for 
accepting improper gifts, 
not for her role in the scan¬ 
dal. Lance Robinson, the 


associate director, and 
Brad Curry, the health ad¬ 
ministration services direc¬ 
tor, have been on paid 
leave for nearly a year, and 
have been issued “notices 
of proposed removal,” 
according to a depart¬ 


ment spokesman. Another 
spokeswoman said the in¬ 
vestigation of them was 
continuing. 

Dr. Darren Deering, the 
hospital chief of staff who 
told a Senate committee in 
September that there were 
no manipulated wait times, 
remains in his job. 

Officials said that 1,100 em¬ 
ployees across the depart¬ 
ment were terminated in 
2014, but that those termi¬ 
nations were not directly 
related to actions taken as 


a result of the scandal. 

“Not a single VA senior ex¬ 
ecutive has been fired for 
wait-time manipulation,” 
Rep. Jeff Miller, R-Fla., chair¬ 
man of the House Veterans 
Affairs Committee, said in a 
statement this week ahead 
of the president's visit to 
Phoenix. 

“What’s more, efforts to 
hold employees account¬ 
able in Phoenix have been 
repeatedly botched.” 
Administration officials said 
this week that the overhaul 
Obama ordered last sum¬ 
mer had begun to show 
results. 

The addition of night and 
weekend appointments at 
the system's hospitals have 
allowed doctors to sched¬ 
ule an additional 880,000 
patient visits, and total vis¬ 
its for the last seven months 
of 2014 are up by 1.8 mil¬ 
lion appointments over the 
same period a year earlier, 
officials said. 

The hospital system has 
added 800 new physicians 
and 1,800 new nurses and 
1,300 medical support 
technicians, helping to re¬ 
duce delays. 

Brandon Coleman, an ad¬ 
diction counselor at the 
Phoenix hospital who filed a 
whistle-blower complaint in 
January saying the hospital 
was turning away suicidal 
veterans, says the depart¬ 
ment does not have the re¬ 
sources to care for troubled 
veterans. 

“There are a lot of good 
people doing good work 
here,” he said in an inter¬ 
view Thursday. 

“But there are a lot of sys¬ 
tematic issues that still need 
to be fixed. Our office is 
swamped.”□ 



President Barack Obama with Cory Remsburg, who suffered injuries from an improvised explosive 
device while a U.S. Army soldier in Afghanistan, in Phoenix, March 13, 2015. Obama on Friday 
made his first visit to the department of Veterans Affairs' hospital in Phoenix since reports surfaced 
that officials there oversaw sham patient waiting lists used to hide long delays in appointments. 

(Doug Mills/The New York Times) 
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Criticism builds on US Republican letter to Iran 


C. BABINGTON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Criti¬ 
cism of 47 Republican 
senators' letter to Iranian 
leaders escalated Friday, 
and one of the lawmak¬ 
ers expressed misgivings 
about writing directly 
to an adversary to raise 
doubts about President 
Barack Obama’s nuclear 
negotiations. 

Several newspapers that 
had endorsed the senators’ 
elections were harshly criti¬ 
cal. A handful of conser¬ 
vative commentators and 
former Republicans aides 
joined legions of liberals in 


calling the letter ill-advised. 
Republican Sen. Ron John¬ 
son, who may face a tough 
re-election next year, de¬ 
fended the letter, but 
added, “If there was any 
regret, tactically, it prob¬ 
ably would have been 
better just to have it be an 
open letter addressed to 
no one.” 

Another signer. Sen. Pat 
Roberts, expressed similar 
thoughts. The letter “could 
have been addressed to 
other folks and gotten the 
message out,” Roberts said. 
“But I think the message is 
more important than who 
we send it to.” 


All but seven of the Senate’s 
Republicans signed the 
letter, but no Democrats 
did. The letter warns Iran's 
leaders that any negoti¬ 
ated agreement on their 
nuclear program could ex¬ 
pire when Obama leaves 
office. 

Democrats and some aca¬ 
demics say the letter un¬ 
dermines Obama’s — and 
future presidents’ — ability 
to set foreign policy. 
Republicans defended 
the letter, saying they 
must take dramatic steps 
to demand a voice in ne¬ 
gotiations, because they 
fear Obama will be too 



Aruba, Paradise in the Caribbean 


t Hayle "Reach 


LeVent 


C: +297 5927275 
T: +297 2801005 
E: info@leventaruba.com 
J.E. Irausquin Blvrd. 244 
Eagle Beach, Aruba 


FOR SALE 


A luxurious residential complex 
built to the highest level, with quality 
finishes, bright spaces and all the details 
one could dream for in their home. 

Walking distance to Eagle Beach and 
Spectacular Ocean View. 



Sen. Ron Johnson, R-Wis. walks on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
Criticism of 47 Republican senators' letter to Iranian leaders es¬ 
calated March 13 2015, and one of the lawmakers expressed 
misgivings about writing directly to an adversary to raise doubts 
about President Barack Obama's nuclear negotiations. John¬ 
son, who may face a tough re-election next year, defended the 
letter, but added, “If there was any regret, tactically, it probably 
would have been better just to have it be an open letter ad¬ 
dressed to no one.” 

(AP Photo/Cliff Owen) 


soft on Iran. Some of the 47 
senators, however, are tak¬ 
ing heat back home from 
editorial pages that have 
supported them. 

In Ohio, the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer and Cincinnati 
Enquirer endorsed Sen. Rob 
Portman’s 2010 campaign, 
but they berated him this 
week for signing the Iran 
letter. 

“The magnitude of this 
disgraceful decision," 
a Plain Dealer editorial 
said, “shows the degree 
to which partisanship has 
gobbled up rationality on 
foreign policy.” 

The Cincinnati Enquirer's 
editorial said the letter “di¬ 
minishes the dignity of the 
Senate by disparaging the 
president and presenting 
an amateur lesson on U.S. 
governance.” It praised 
Portman in general, but 
said he erred because 


“now, facing re-election, 
he’s nervous.” 

Portman, appearing in 
Columbus Friday, said 
the letter will strength¬ 
en Obama's hand in nego¬ 
tiations with Iran. But former 
Ohio Gov. 

Ted Strickland, a Democrat 
hoping to unseat Portman 
next year, called the letter 
“disgraceful” in a fundrais¬ 
ing letter. 

In New Hampshire, The 
Telegraph of Nashua — 
which endorsed Sen. Kelly 
Ayotte in 2010 — chastised 
her for signing the letter. 
“One wonders how loud 
and angry the Republican 
response would have been 
if a petty clan of Demo¬ 
cratic senators had written 
an open letter to Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbach¬ 
ev” during nuclear arms 
talks with Washington, the 
Telegraph editorial said.Q 
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Lawyer says goal is to protect rights of fraternity members 



Attorney Stephen Jones, left, talks with reporters following a news conference in Oklahoma City, 
Friday, March, 13 2015. Jones confirmed Friday he was hired to ensure that the due process rights 
of members of Oklahoma University's Sigma Alpha Epsilon chapter are protected from actions by 
the university and national chapter, after videos surfaced of fraternity members singing a racist 
chant aboard a bus on Saturday. 

(AP Photo/The Oklahoman, Steve Gooch) 

SEAN MURPHY The actions of some frater- engaging in a racist chant 

Associated Press nity members at the Univer- are inexcusable, but stu- 

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — sity of Oklahoma caught dent members still have 


rights that must be protect¬ 
ed amid concerns for their 
safety, a lawyer said Friday. 
Stephen Jones, who was 
retained by the fraternity’s 
local chapter, said mem¬ 
bers of Sigma Alpha Epsi¬ 
lon and their parents are 
concerned about the stu¬ 
dents’ safety after some re¬ 
ceived death threats and 
were physically and ver¬ 
bally assaulted. 

Jones, who gained na¬ 
tional prominence as the 
attorney for convicted 
Oklahoma City bomber 
Timothy McVeigh, said he 
has not been retained to 
initiate any litigation, but 
to ensure that the due pro¬ 
cess rights of members are 
protected from actions by 
the university and nation¬ 
al chapter. He said there 
also are some legal ques¬ 
tions about the fraternity 
house that university Presi¬ 
dent David Boren ordered 
closed after the release of 
the video, which showed 
some members engaging 
in a racist chant that refer¬ 
enced lynching and said 
African-Americans would 


never be allowed to be¬ 
come members. 

He said the bus on which 
the students were caught 
making the chant was one 
of five charter buses that 
were taking members to a 
Founder’s Day party at a 
country club in Oklahoma 
City on Saturday. 

“We’re talking about one 
incident with nine seconds 
of video, on one of five 
buses,” Jones said. 

Jones said he does not rep¬ 
resent two fraternity mem¬ 
bers who Boren ordered 
expelled on Tuesday for 
creating a hostile learn¬ 
ing environment after they 
were identified as leading 
the chant, but Jones said 
both young men withdrew 
from the university on Mon¬ 
day before they were ex¬ 
pelled. 

A spokeswoman for OU 
would not confirm that, cit¬ 
ing student privacy laws. 

A spokesman for the frater¬ 
nity’s national headquar¬ 
ters said Friday that officials 
with the Oklahoma chap¬ 
ter have stopped commu¬ 
nicating with themO 


Adult trial for girls in Slender Man stabbing 


TODD RICHMOND 
Associated Press 
WAUKESHA, Wisconsin (AP) 

— Two young girls accused 
of stabbing their classmate 
to please the horror char¬ 
acter Slender Man must 
stand trial as adults for 
attempted homicide, a 
judge ruled Friday. 

Both girls face a count of 
being a party to attempt¬ 
ed first-degree intentional 
homicide with a dangerous 
weapon enhancer, which 
automatically places them 
in adult court under Wis¬ 
consin law. They each 
could face up to 65 years 
in the state prison system 


if convicted. Both defen¬ 
dants and the victim, Pay- 
ton Leutner, were 12 at the 
time of the incident. 
“Probable cause exists that 
(the defendants) both at¬ 
tempted to kill P.L. with 
a dangerous weapon," 
Judge Michael Bohren 
said. Both girls’ attorneys 
have argued that the girls 
legitimately believed they 
had to kill Leutner to pro¬ 
tect their families from Slen¬ 
der Man's wrath. Anthony 
Cotton, an attorney for 
one of the girls, called his 
client a schizophrenic in 
court Friday. The defense 
teams asked Bohren to dis¬ 


miss the charges during a 
hearing last month. They 
contended second-de¬ 
gree attempted intentional 
homicide would be a more 
fitting charge because the 
girls, as misguided as they 
were, thought they were 
defending themselves 

and their loved ones from 
Slender Man by attacking 
Leutner. 

Second-degree attempt¬ 
ed intentional homicide is 
a lesser crime that prosecu¬ 
tors would have to pursue 
in juvenile court. The girls 
could be held in the juve¬ 
nile system only until they 
turn 25.Q 
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American Politics: 


In New Hampshire, Clinton Backers Buckle Up 


PATRICK HEALY 
© 2015 New York Times 
PORTSMOUTH, N.H. - If Hill¬ 
ary Rodham Clinton is dy¬ 
ing to roll her eyes at all the 
questions about her private 
email server, she has a soul 
mate in Laura Donohoe, 
who did just that, in utter 
disgust, as she defended 
Clinton on Thursday be¬ 
tween spoonfuls of clam 
chowder. 

“Oh God, here we go 
again - let's jump into the 
garbage pit and make 


Hillary the butt of every¬ 
one's hatred, because Hill¬ 
ary must be the very worst 
person on the planet,” said 
Donohoe, a retired nurse. 
She said she voted for 
Barack Obama over Clin¬ 
ton in the 2008 New Hamp¬ 
shire primary but plans to 
support Clinton next year 
to reward perseverance, if 
nothing else: “This woman, 
she’s a survivor.” 


Here at Cafe Espresso, the 
diner where Clinton's eyes 
welled up with tears the 
day before the 2008 pri¬ 
mary - a heavily televised 
scene at a pivotal cam¬ 
paign moment - Donohoe 
and other women said 
they were buckling up for 
a bumpy ride with Clinton 
into 2016 but certainly not 
backing away. 

Female voters made the 
difference in Clinton’s 
come-from-behind victory 
in New Hampshire, many 


of them breaking for her 
at the last minute. Their en¬ 
thusiasm and money, as 
well as their votes, would 
be crucial if Clinton comes 
to have a chance to keep 
this swing state in the Dem¬ 
ocratic column, especially 
if Republicans recaptured 
states that Obama carried 
like Florida and Colorado. 
“What’s not to like? She's 
pro-Israel, she's a strong 


leader, she'd be the first 
woman president,” said 
Tobey Harman, a retired 
teacher. “The email thing, 
it’s a Washington and New 
York thing, meaningless to 
regular people.” 

The controversy dogging 
Clinton - that she used a 
personal account for gov¬ 
ernment business, and 
chose what emails to de¬ 
lete or turn over to the 
State Department - is too 
recent to show up in the 
latest New Hampshire polls. 


Those show Clinton as a 
runaway front-runner in the 
New Hampshire Democrat¬ 
ic primary; she also leads 
Jeb Bush and Rand Paul 
by roughly 10 percentage 
points each in hypothetical 
general-election matchups 
in the most recent WMUR 
Granite State Poll. 

But analysts and pollsters 
said the imbroglio could 
grow into a problem with 


voters, including some 
women, if Clinton comes to 
be seen as unduly secretive 
or imperious in the months 
ahead. “The Clintons have 
drawn sympathy and loyal¬ 
ty from New Hampshire vot¬ 
ers in the past, but I don’t 
think women, or men, will 
look sympathetically on 
her if they see her as hav¬ 
ing a problem with secrecy 
and management,” said 
Andrew Smith, a political 
scientist and director of the 
Survey Center at the Uni¬ 
versity of New Hampshire. 
“This is a legal process issue, 
not a personality attack on 
her that you can easily fi¬ 
nesse.” 

But Democrats and others 
here have a way of rally¬ 
ing to the Clintons in times 
of crisis. 

At a low point in Bill Clin¬ 
ton’s 1992 run, voters re¬ 
sponded enthusiastically to 
an appeal he made in Do¬ 
ver just before the primary: 
“I'll never forget who gave 
me a second chance, and 
I'll be there for you until the 
last dog dies.” And in Jan¬ 
uary 2008, Hillary Clinton 
came to Cafe Espresso to 
face a group of undecid¬ 
ed voters on a day when 
her own campaign’s polls 
predicted that she would 
lose the primary. After one 
woman asked how she was 
holding up, Clinton began 
to reply in a low, halting 
voice, far different from 
the confident energy that 
typically infused her pub¬ 
lic remarks. “It's not easy, 
it's not easy," Clinton said. 
“I couldn’t do it if I did not 
passionately believe it was 
the right thing to do.” 

A moment later, her eyes 
watery, her voice shaking, 
she added: “This is very per¬ 
sonal for me - it's not just 
political, it's not just public. I 
see what's happening.” 
She did not cry, but she 


was plainly vulnerable and 
hurting. The moment domi¬ 
nated news coverage here 
and, according to some 
voters, prompted them to 
cast ballots for Clinton. 
“They see this woman as 
someone who can stand up 
for people, and against at¬ 
tacks, just like her husband 
did,” said Terry Shumaker, a 
supporter of Hillary Clinton's 
and a chairman of Bill Clin¬ 
ton's two presidential cam¬ 
paigns in New Hampshire. 
“I have not had one person 
ask me about Secretary 
Clinton’s emails - no ‘Hey 
Terry, what's up with the 
email?' Not one person." 
Unlike seven years ago, 
though, Clinton's mission in 
New Hampshire is not only 
about firing up primary vot¬ 
ers; it is about winning over 
independent or “unde¬ 
clared” voters and Repub¬ 
licans in a general election. 
And plenty of those voters 
remain skeptical. 

“I was at the gym watching 
Hillary talk about her email, 
and it sounded like typical 
politician spin," said Ash¬ 
ley Caldwell, a 19-year-old 
hostess at the diner and an 
undeclared voter. 

Donohoe and her hus¬ 
band, Ronan, who voted 
for Obama in the 2008 pri¬ 
mary, said they believed 
that Clinton’s prepared¬ 
ness to take on economic 
issues and foreign policy 
challenges would matter to 
voters in either party more 
than how she dealt with 
her email. But she noted 
that Clinton's long career 
has regularly been turned 
against her. “When Hillary’s 
good, people say it’s be¬ 
cause she has 25 years of 
experience, and when she 
missteps, people say it’s be¬ 
cause she hasn't learned 
lessons after 25 years of ex¬ 
perience," Donohoe said. 
“It's maddening."□ 



Laura Donohoe, a retired nurse and her husband Ronan, a retired teacher, have lunch at Cafe 
Espresso in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, March 12, 2015. At Cafe Espresso, the diner where Hill¬ 
ary Rodham Clinton's eyes welled up with tears the day before the 2008 primary, Donohoe and 
other women said they were buckling up for a bumpy ride with Clinton into 2016, but certainly 
not backing away. 

(Ian Thomas Jansen-Lonnquist/The New York Times) 
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Contract worker or employee? 
Tax liability rests on difference 



Trader Richard Deviccario works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Friday, March 13, 
2015. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


US Financial Front: 

Wall Street bonuses vs. total earnings 
of full-time minimum wage workers 


ANN CARRNS 
© 2015 New York Times 

Tax time can be particu¬ 
larly taxing for families who 
pay an in-home caregiv¬ 
er or housekeeper. If the 
worker is considered an 
employee - rather than 
an independent contrac¬ 
tor - you, as the employer, 
are responsible for paying 
payroll taxes and reporting 
the details to the Internal 
Revenue Service. They’re 
often called “nanny tax¬ 
es” but they can apply to 
other workers, like caregiv¬ 
ers for elderly people, too. 
How can you tell if a worker 
is your employee? Some 
people focus, incorrectly, 
on the worker's title, or 
whether they are full time 
or part time, said Laura 
Weiland, president of Nan¬ 
ny Tax Co., in Park Ridge, Il¬ 
linois: “In their heads, they 
say, ‘I just have a babysit¬ 
ter; she's not a nanny.’” But 
the IRS looks at other crite¬ 
ria, like how much you paid 
the worker, and how much 
say you have over how he 
or she does the job. If you 
regularly direct details of 
the worker's activities and 
set the hours, the IRS gen¬ 
erally considers the person 
to be your employee, al¬ 
though other factors may 
come into play. If they 
use their own tools, and 
also work for others - like, 
a landscaper who uses his 
own equipment to mow 
lawns - they’re typically 
considered self-employed. 
“If you control the work 
- what's done, when it's 
done - they're probably 
an employee,” said Gregg 
Wind, a certified public ac¬ 
countant in Los Angeles. 
The IRS also considers what 
you paid the worker. For 
tax year 2014, the cutoff 
is $1,900 for the year, or 
$1,000 in a quarter. “Once 
you cross that threshold, the 
IRS considers you an em¬ 


ployer," said Kerri Swope, 
senior director of Care.com 
HomePay, which provides 
payroll and tax services for 
household employers. That 
means you're required to 
pay federal payroll taxes, 
including Social Security 
and Medicare taxes, and 
provide the worker with a 
W-2 form. Social Security 
and Medicare taxes total 
7.65 percent each for the 
employer and employee, 
or a total of 15.3 percent 
of wages; you can either 
withhold the employee's 
share and remit it to the 
IRS, or pay it yourself. (You’ll 
also most likely have to 
pay federal and state un¬ 
employment taxes, which 
fund benefits for workers 
who lose their jobs.) Swope 
notes that the IRS and the 
Labor Department are pay¬ 
ing closer attention to mis- 
classification of employees 
as independent contrac¬ 
tors. The Labor Department 
recently gave grants to 19 
states to help them in their 
efforts; a list of the states re¬ 
ceiving grants is available 
on the department’s web¬ 
site. At least household em¬ 
ployers don’t have to worry 
about paying taxes on the 
cost of providing a mo¬ 
bile phone to a babysitter 
or caregiver, Swope said, 
since the IRS recently clari¬ 
fied that cellphone service 
for a caregiver is necessary 
in case of an emergency. 
Care.com HomePay esti¬ 
mates that saves the aver¬ 
age family $200 a year. 

She noted that household 
employers may want to 
take note of IRS changes 
that may affect their ex¬ 
penses this year. For in¬ 
stance, if you reimburse 
your caregiver for using a 
personal car to run errands, 
the IRS increased the mile¬ 
age reimbursement rate to 
57.5 cents in 2015, up from 
56 cents in 2014.Q 


JUSTIN WOLFERS 
© 2015 New York Times 

The Wall Street bonus pool 
for last year is roughly dou¬ 
ble the total earnings of all 
Americans who work full 
time at the federal mini¬ 
mum wage. 

That claim, which comes 
from a new report from 
Sarah Anderson of the In¬ 
stitute for Policy Studies, 
is one of the more striking 
sound bites I have heard 
in quite some time. And so 
I thought it worth digging 
in to the data to see if it 
checks out. Short answer: 
It does, although given the 
uncertainty in these sorts of 
calculations, the precise 
ratio could easily be a bit 
higher or lower. 

Let's start with the Wall 
Street bonuses. The New 
York state comptroller re¬ 
ported Wednesday that 
the size of the bonus pool 
paid to securities industries 
employees in New York City 


was $28.5 billion. Dividing 
this total among 167,800 
workers yields an average 
bonus of $172,860, which 
seems plausible enough. 
For sure, some received 
much, much bigger bo¬ 
nuses, and many received 
nothing. What about the 
total earnings of full-time 
workers at the federal mini¬ 
mum wage? The Bureau 
of Labor Statistics reports 
that there are 1.03 mil¬ 
lion full-time workers paid 
an hourly wage of $7.25 
or less. These people tend 
to work around 40 hours a 
week on average. If they 
all earn $7.25 per hour and 
work 50 weeks per year, 
the total earnings of this 
group comes to nearly $15 
billion. Anderson, whose 
report usefully shows all 
her work, prefers an esti¬ 
mate of 37 hours per week 
- which looks too low to me 
based on other data - and 
52 weeks per year, so after 


rounding, she gets to a to¬ 
tal of $14 billion. 

Rather than quibble over 
which number is correct, it 
makes more sense to high¬ 
light the more important 
uncertainties surrounding 
any estimate. The count of 
workers at federal minimum 
wage includes only those 
who are paid hourly, and 
so omits those paid weekly 
or monthly. On the flip side, 
the BLS count is based on 
income before tips and 
commissions, and so may 
overstate the number of 
people with low hourly 
earnings. And while my 
calculation assumed that 
all minimum wage workers 
earn $7.25 per hour, in fact 
many earn less than this, in¬ 
cluding wait staff and oth¬ 
ers who rely on tips, some 
students and young work¬ 
ers, certain farmworkers, 
and those whose bosses 
simply flout the minimum 
wage law. □ 



























Iraq militia leader hails Iran’s ‘unconditional’ support 



Hadi al-Amiri commander, center, of Iraq’s powerful Shiite militias speaks during an interview 
with The Associated Press on the battlefield near the Iraqi city of Tikrit, 80 miles north of Baghdad, 
Iraq, Friday, March 13, 2015. Al-Amiri accused the U.S. of falling short on promises to help Iraq 
in its battle against the Islamic State group and called Iranian assistance to Iraqi security forces 
“unconditional.” (AP Photo/Khalid Mohammed) 


QASSIM ZAHRA 
SAMEER N. YACOUB 
Associated Press 
TIKRIT, Iraq (AP) — The U.S. 
has failed to live up to its 
promises to help Iraq fight 
Islamic State extremists, 
unlike the “unconditional” 
assistance being given by 
Iran, the commander of 
Iraq's powerful Shiite mili¬ 
tias alleged Friday. 

In a battlefield interview 
near Tikrit, where Iraqi forc¬ 
es are fighting to retake 
Saddam Hussein’s home¬ 
town from the militants of 
the so-called Islamic State, 
commander Hadi al-Amiri 
criticized those who “kiss 
the hands of the Ameri¬ 
cans and get nothing in 
return." 

Iraqi forces entered Tikrit for 
the first time Wednesday 
from the north and south. 
On Friday, they waged 


fierce battles to secure the 
northern neighborhood 
of Qadisiyya and lobbed 
mortar shells and rockets 
into the city center, still in 
the hands of IS militants. 
Iraqi military officials have 
said they expect to reach 
central Tikrit in two to three 
days. 

The Iranian-backed Shi¬ 
ite militias have played a 
crucial role in regaining 
territory from the Sunni ex¬ 
tremists of the Islamic State 
group, supporting Iraq’s 
embattled military and po¬ 
lice forces. 

An Iraqi government of¬ 
ficial told The Associated 
Press that Iran has sold 
Baghdad nearly $10 bil¬ 
lion in arms and hardware, 
mostly weapons for urban 
warfare like assault rifles, 
heavy machine-guns and 
rocket launchers. The of¬ 


ficial spoke on condition 
of anonymity because he 
was not authorized to brief 
the media. 

In November, President 
Barack Obama authorized 
the deployment of up to 
1,500 more U.S. troops to 
bolster Iraqi forces, which 
could more than double 
the total of American 
forces in Iraq to 3,100. The 
Pentagon has made a 
spending request to Con¬ 
gress of $1.6 billion, focus¬ 
ing on training and arming 
Kurdish and Iraqi forces. 
According to a Pentagon 
document prepared in No¬ 
vember, the U.S. is looking 
to provide an estimated 
$89.3 million in weapons 
and equipment to each of 
the nine Iraqi brigades. 

The U.S.-led coalition 
of eight countries has 
launched more than 2,000 
airstrikes in Iraq alone since 
August 2014, and the U.S. 
is also hitting the militant 
group from the air in Syria. 
Iraqi and U.S. officials have 
acknowledged the role air- 
strikes have played in roll¬ 


ing back the militants, say¬ 
ing the air campaign was 
an essential component in 
victories at the Mosul Dam, 
in Amirli, and more recent¬ 
ly, in the crucial oil refining 
town of Beiji. 

But the U.S. is not taking 
part in the operation in Ti¬ 
krit, with U.S. officials say¬ 
ing they were not asked by 
Iraq to participate. 

Al-Amiri, the Shiite militia 
commander who also is 
head of the Badr Organi¬ 
zation political party, said 
that “help from Iran is un¬ 
conditional.” 

He warned that Iraq should 
not sacrifice its sovereignty 
for the sake of receiving 
weapons and assistance 
from the U.S., suggesting 
the Iraqi government is tak¬ 
ing instructions from Wash¬ 
ington. 

“Our sovereignty is more 
important than U.S. weap¬ 
ons,” he said. “We can 
bring weapons from any 
country in the world.” 
Separately, Grand Aya¬ 
tollah Ali al-Sistani, Iraq's 
top Shiite cleric, urged the 


government to step up its 
support for the Shiite mili¬ 
tias and to take care of the 
families of militiamen killed 
in battle. His remarks were 
relayed by his spokesman 
Ahmed al-Safi in the Shiite 
holy city of Karbala. 

As many as 30,000 men 
are fighting the extremists 
in Tikrit — most of them vol¬ 
unteers with various Shiite 
militias, Iraqi officials say. 
U.S. Gen. Martin Dempsey 
said Wednesday that up to 
20,000 militiamen may be 
involved. 

Karim al-Nouri, a spokes¬ 
man for the Popular Mobi¬ 
lization Forces, the official 
name of the Shiite militias, 
said as many as 40 Iranian 
advisers are also taking 
part. In its march across 
Syria and northern and 
western Iraq, the Islamic 
State group — also known 
as ISIS or ISIL — has seized 
cities, towns and vast 
tracts of land. Its predomi¬ 
nantly Sunni fighters view 
Shiites as apostates and 
have carried out a number 
of massacres.O 
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Egypt rakes billions in Gulf 
aid, boosting its president 

SARAH EL DEEB 
BRIAN ROHAN 
Associated Press 

SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt (AP) — Egypt raked in prom¬ 
ises of more than $12 billion in investment and aid 
from its Gulf Arab allies on Friday, kicking off an inter¬ 
national conference aimed at rescuing the country’s 
gutted economy and giving a political boost to its 
soldier-turned-president. 

The three-day gathering in the Sinai resort of Sharm 
el-Sheikh is meant to show the world Egypt is open 
for business again to draw investors after four years 
of instability and turmoil that followed the 2011 Arab 
Spring uprising that ousted longtime autocrat Hosni 
Mubarak. 

President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi made his case for the 
world’s support, depicting Egypt as vital to regional 
stability and a bulwark against Islamic militancy. 
“Egypt has and will always be the first line of defense 
against the dangers faced by the region,” el-Sissi, 
wearing a dark suit and a purple tie, said to one of 
many rounds of applause that interrupted his 26-min- 
ute address. Some 1,500 delegates from more than 50 
nations were in attendance. 

The gathering of royals, heads of state, top interna¬ 
tional officials and businessmen was also an opportu¬ 
nity for el-Sissi to put behind him criticism over the mili¬ 
tary’s 2013 ouster of Egypt’s elected president, Islamist 
Mohammed Morsi. 

Since the ouster — which was led by el-Sissi, then 
head of the military — the government has cracked 
down hard on Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood and other 
Islamists, with hundreds killed and thousands impris¬ 
oned. It has also targeted secular and liberal activists. 
At the same time, Egyptian security forces have been 
battling a growing Islamic militant insurgency, mainly 
centered in the northern part of the Sinai Peninsula. 
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, addressing the con¬ 
ference, made a strong show of support for Egypt, 
with only a glancing reference to rights concerns and 
a call for more transparency. 

“This part of the world is blessed with a stunning 
amount of commercial potential," Kerry said at an 
American Chamber of Commerce event prior to the 
opening of the conference. 

The U.S., however, still cannot restore hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of dollars in suspended military aid to Egypt, as el- 
Sissi has sought, because the Obama administration is 
undecided about whether to affirm Egypt’s progress 
on democracy and human rights or issue a national 
security waiver. It must do one or other under the 2015 
federal budget to unblock the aid. 

El-Sissi outlined to delegates his economic recovery 
plan, saying he wanted to see at least six percent an¬ 
nual GDP growth within the next five years, up from 
around 2 percent currently, and reduce unemploy¬ 
ment from its current 13 percent to about 10 percent. 
He also promised fair taxation and lower inflationQ 


Video seems to show three UK 
girls before they went to Syria 


SUZAN FRASER 
DESMOND BUTLER 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — A 

video that appears to show 
a man helping three British 
schoolgirls on their way to 
join the Islamic State group 
in Syria was released Friday 
by a Turkish news channel. 
A Haber television said that 


video came from the po¬ 
lice but didn't elaborate 
on the content. 

Turkish authorities said the 
man was working for the 
intelligence service of a 
country that is part of the 
anti-IS coalition, but did not 
publicly name the country. 
On Friday, Turkish Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 


16, and Amira Abase, 15 
— traveled from the U.K. 
to Turkey last month, from 
where they are believed 
to have crossed into Syria. 
Their journey highlighted 
the difficulty of halting the 
radicalization of young 
Muslims. 

There has been tension be¬ 
tween Turkey and Britain 
over who was to blame for 
the teenagers being able 
to sneak into Syria to join 
the extremist group, with 
Turkey accusing Britain of 
failing to notify authorities 
in time to prevent them 
from crossing the border. 
The girls had boarded a 
flight for Istanbul on Feb. 17. 
Earlier this month, a Turkish 
television station obtained 
video showing the teenag¬ 
ers at an Istanbul bus termi¬ 
nal before they boarded a 
bus to a city near Turkey's 
border with Syria. 
Cavusoglu also said that 
Turkey has detained 16 In¬ 
donesians trying to cross 
the border into Syria to join 
the IS group and was look¬ 
ing for another group of the 
same size reported missing 
in Turkey. Turkish news re¬ 
ports say 11 children were 
among the 16 Indonesians 
who were caught.Q 



In this image taken from video 
2015, a girl believed to be one 
to join the Islamic State Group 

the video was filmed in Ga- 
ziantep on Turkey’s border 
with Syria by the man, who 
was later detained by Turk¬ 
ish authorities. 

A Turkish government of¬ 
ficial, speaking on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
he was not authorized to 
comment, confirmed the 


released on Friday, March 13, 
of three British girls on their way 
in Syria, is seen in Turkey. 

(AP Photo/A Haber via APTN) 

said the man was a Syrian 
citizen. 

In the video, a man speak¬ 
ing in English appears to 
tell the British girls that 
they will be in Syria within 
an hour. The three girls 
— identified by British au¬ 
thorities as Shamima Be¬ 
gum, 15, Kadiza Sultana, 


2 charged over links to Paris gunman 


LORI HINNANT 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Two men with 
ties to one of the three 
gunmen who terrorized 
Paris were handed prelimi¬ 
nary charges Friday, the 
Paris prosecutor said, de¬ 
scribing hundreds of texts, 
regular meetings and DNA 
recovered from a stun gun 
among the belongings at 
a bloodied kosher super¬ 
market. 

The two men, identified as 
Amar R. and Said M„ were 


given preliminary charges 
for participation in a terror¬ 
ist group with the intent to 
commit crime. 

Prosecutors said Amar R., 
a jailhouse acquaintance 
of Paris terrorist Amedy 
Coulibaly, had exchanged 
more than 600 texts with 
Coulibaly from September 
to January and met him 
on Jan. 5 and Jan 6. That 
was just a day before two 
brothers killed 12 people at 
the Charlie Hebdo satirical 
newspaper in Paris on Jan. 


7 and before Coulibaly 
shot dead a policewoman 
on Jan. 8 and killed four of 
his hostages on Jan. 9 at a 
Paris kosher grocery store. 
DNA from Said M. was re¬ 
covered from a stun gun in 
Coulibaly’s belongings at 
the market, the prosecu¬ 
tor said. Said M. and Amar 
R. contacted each other 
more than 1,200 times be¬ 
tween February 2014 and 
January 2015 and saw 
each other regularly, the 
prosecutor said. □ 

















SATURDAY 14 MARCH 


EWORLD NEWS 


m 



Celebrating our 28th 
anniversary with YOU! 

SPECIAL OF THE WEEK: Sunset & Dinner Cruise 


Pelican Adventures 


Include* inaehfls, Bar, rsbttan mirtrt, altar a hfruri &P Survt^l Cru lit *flW Mill <M|a^ a 3 Dinner At fiuf 

PallMfl N«»t qe&ijiuNiM ijn (h® s«a. view, preflflMle?u!i service. Freshly made dishes 1e spsll yeur senses, 



VI* (It H Caw M Hir, PlfvaUMt, Holiday Ian dasb buch hubs, EIU Hltft MtMM Art*IH & jj 

Palate Htfel fen tlif pr nl ggr gwn Pijlicjn Piflr lg«M bgfwten Hi* Hal irfjy Inn # lind* R*¥Prfc. 1 

m infwH—i ell aDT-Z3DZ (Mon-suni or took online at; www.ueitcan-aruna.com 


Venezuelan arrested during protests dies in police custody 



Josefa Alvarez de Gonzalez, center, is comforted by relatives 
of her husband, Rodolfo Gonzalez, outside the morgue office in 
Caracas, Venezuela, Friday, March 13, 2015. Rodolfo Gonzalez 
who was arrested last year during demonstrations against the 
Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro government has died in 
state custody. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano) 


FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— A Venezuelan man who 


was arrested last year dur¬ 
ing demonstrations against 
the country's socialist gov¬ 
ernment has died in state 


custody, his family said on 
Friday. 

The family of Rodolfo Gon¬ 
zalez said that he died 
while being held at the 
headquarters of Venezu¬ 
ela’s intelligence police. 
The 64-year-old pilot had 
been jailed since April 2014 
and was awaiting trial on 
charges related to pro¬ 
moting violence during the 
protests. 

His daughter Lissette Gon¬ 
zalez announced his death 
on Twitter, without indicat¬ 
ing how he had died. She 
said the family last spoke 
with him Thursday night, 
and understood that he 
was to be transferred 
to another facility in the 
morning. 

The government has ap¬ 
pointed a prosecutor to 
investigate the cause of 
death. 


The protest movement 
raged through the South 
American country for sev¬ 
eral weeks last year. Doz¬ 
ens were killed in the un¬ 
rest. Several government 
opponents remain jailed, 
including Leopoldo Lopez, 
a former Caracas-area 


IAN DEITCH 

JERUSALEM (AP) — A Twit¬ 
ter hashtag campaign 
launched by Hamas on Fri¬ 
day to build support in the 
West seems to be backfir¬ 
ing with users mocking the 
Islamic militant group that 
rules Gaza. 

Hamas launched 

(hashtag)AskHamas on Fri¬ 
day. The campaign prom¬ 
ised responses from the 
group’s leaders, or as they 
called it, “Truth from the 
mouth of the horse.” 

Some Twitter users swiftly 
responded with mockery. 
One asked if a masked 
Hamas gunman was “sin¬ 
gle and ready to mingle." 
Some criticized Hamas for 
hiding weapons and fight¬ 
ers in civilian areas in its 
war last summer with Israel. 
One asked Hamas “how it 
chooses human shields.” 
The Gaza war left more 
than 2,100 Palestinians 
dead, the majority of them 
civilians, according to Pal¬ 
estinian and U.N. officials. 
Israel says the number of 
Palestinian fighters killed 
was much higher and ac¬ 
cuses Hamas of using civil¬ 
ians as human shields and 
storing weapons in schools 
and hiding gunmen in hos¬ 
pitals. On the Israeli side, 
66 soldiers and six civilians 
were killed. 

A Twitter user whose profile 
identified her as an Israeli 
diplomat asked; “Given a 
choice, is it better to hide a 
weapons cache in a hospi¬ 
tal’s radiology or pediatrics 
unit?” 

Another Tweeter asked: 


mayor. 

This year, street protests re¬ 
ignited in the western part 
of the South American 
country, with demonstra¬ 
tors protesting the same 
issues of rising crime, wors¬ 
ening inflation, and chron¬ 
ic shortages.Q 


“Now serious question - 
looking back to summer 
2014--was it worth it?” 
Hamas said the hashtag 
campaign was launched 
so the militant group could 
express its views directly to 
the world. Bassem Naim, 
a Hamas official, said 
the campaign is “a step 
by Hamas to introduce it 
to the world in new lan¬ 
guages, English, French 
and German, on the basis 
that the source is a direct 
Hamas official, not through 
mediators or translators.” 
According to the social 
media analytics web¬ 
site Topsy, the AskHamas 
hashtag generated 36,000 
tweets in a single day. 
Some tweeters asked 
Hamas about their use of 
suicide bombers in buses, 
cafes and other civilian ar¬ 
eas during the Palestinian 
Intifada. 

Journalist Jeffery Goldberg 
asked “Why did you mur¬ 
der 30 civilians, including 
20 people over the age of 
70, at a Passover Seder in 
Netanya in 2002?” 

Pictures of Palestinian chil¬ 
dren at rallies where mili¬ 
tants wore suicide bomber 
vests and waved guns 
were posted. 

Some users made a point 
of mentioning how se¬ 
nior Hamas leader Khaled 
Mashaal spent the re¬ 
cent Gaza war in his hotel 
room in Doha. One wrote: 
“Are your brave billionaire 
‘leaders' still urging you 
and your children to mar¬ 
tyrdom from fhe luxury of a 
5-sfar hotel in Qatar?"Q 
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EXCELSIOR CASINO, located at Holiday Inn 
The most complete gambling experience!! 


* POKER * CRAPS 

. SLOT MACHINES 

BLACKJACK 

* RACE & SPORT BOOK * 

Lady Luck is waiting for you at EXCELSIOR CASINO! 
For more information give us a call (297) 586-7777 


* ROULETTE TABLES * 
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The yogurt files: French dairy bosses caught colluding 


ANGELA CHARLTON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Frantic text 
messages between French 
CEOs about cottage 
cheese prices. Clandes¬ 
tine smoke breaks in a Left 
Bank apartment to collude 
on yogurt strategy. 

A ruling this week by 
France’s competition 
authority makes for rich 
reading, detailing a web 
of secret meetings, hand¬ 
written charts and phone 
exchanges over six years 
to fix prices on many of 
the yogurt-related goods 
on French supermarket 
shelves. 

Eleven companies were 
hit with 192 million euros 
($203 million) in fines for the 
cartel, including Yoplait 
and Lactalis and makers 
of most of the store-brand 
yogurt sold around France. 
Lactalis did not contest 
the accusations, but said 
it would appeal the deci¬ 
sion, arguing in a state¬ 
ment that the fines “over¬ 
estimate in an obvious way 
the gravity of the facts, and 


their impact on the econ¬ 
omy." The company said 
it is committed to obeying 
the law. The cartel was un¬ 
covered thanks to a spe¬ 
cial procedure that allows 
companies to report their 
own price-fixing activity to 
regulators in exchange for 
reduced punishment. Yo¬ 
plait, majority owned by 
U.S.-based General Mills 
Inc., was the first company 
to report the activity, and 
was given no fines. 
Company bosses sketched 
out secret deals in ho¬ 
tel rooms and on special 
phone lines created to 
avoid detection. Some¬ 
times they’d meet at Le 
Chien Qui Fume, an icon¬ 
ic Paris cafe, one boss is 
quoted in the investigation 
documents as saying. His 
counterparts then “came 
to my apartment a few 
times to continue the con¬ 
versation and smoke a cig¬ 
arette,” he added. 

A Yoplait executive used 
a special cell phone dedi¬ 
cated to the cartel, paid 
for by Yoplait but not of- 


Cuba seeks long prison terms 
in trial over egg corruption 


HAVANA (AP) — Cuban 
prosecutors are seeking 
prison terms of eight to 20 
years for nearly two dozen 
people suspected of con¬ 
spiring to steal millions of 
eggs for sale on the black 
market, official media re¬ 
ported Friday. 

Communist Party newspa¬ 
per Granma said the 19 sus¬ 
pects are accused of food 
theft, generating fraudulent 
receipts and other crimes. 
They include several ex¬ 
ecutives of the state-run 
egg distribution company 
in Havana as well as ac¬ 
countants, drivers and other 
workers. The article, which 
took up a page and a half 
in Friday’s edition, said more 
than 8 million eggs were di¬ 


verted to the black market 
between January and Oc¬ 
tober 2012. It added that 
the company’s econom¬ 
ic loss was an estimated 
$356,000. “It is certain that 
the sentences, although 
severe, do not solve the 
problem on their own,” the 
paper said. “On occasions 
it is necessary for evildoers 
to feel the full weight of the 
law, in addition to shame in 
front of family and society.” 
President Raul Castro has 
made a point of cracking 
down on corruption, which 
has long flourished in Cuba, 
with dozens of government 
officials and foreign busi¬ 
nesspeople swept up in 
high-profile graft cases in 
recent years.□ 



A woman walks next to a yoghurt refrigerator in a supermarket 
in Paris, Thursday, March 12, 2015. France's competition 
authority handed the country's top yogurt makers $203 million 
in fines Thursday for fixing prices over the course of several 
years, striking secret deals in hotel rooms and on special 
phone lines created to avoid detection. 

(AP Photo/Michel Euler) 


ficially linked to him in any 
way. An executive with 
dairy maker Senagral used 
a special cell phone taken 
out in his girlfriend's name. 
Senagral, which specializes 
in store-brand dairy prod¬ 


ucts, received the biggest 
fine, 46 million euros. The 
regulator said had 316 mil¬ 
lion euros in sales of price- 
fixed yogurts in 2011, more 
than any of the other com¬ 
panies. 


The ruling describes how 
the companies were fac¬ 
ing rising milk and pack¬ 
aging costs, and hints at 
some desperation. One ex¬ 
ecutive lamented in a text 
message a “totally crazy 
price” at one supermarket, 
saying he needed a higher 
price or else "I’ll sink!!!” 
Another text message pro¬ 
tested a low price seen 
on a supermarket adver¬ 
tisement: “vanilla-flavored 
cottage cheese 8 x 100 
grams at 1.19 euros?! Big 
problem for announcing 
rises!” 

Amal Taleb, lawyer for 
consumer group UFC Que 
Choisir, hailed the inves¬ 
tigation but said it’s too 
bad that French consum¬ 
ers, who are big buyers 
of yogurt, won’t benefit. 
The fines go to the public 
treasury.□ 



FOR THE HUNGRY! e MENU ITEMS 
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RED FISH DELICIOUS DISHES 

• V 2 Lb Fresh Fish $10.85 

• 1 Lb Fresh Fish $20.00 

• V 2 Lb Fresh Shrimp $15.40 

• 1 Lb Fresh Shrimp $25.70 

• 1 Lb Fish & Shrimps $25.70 

• Calco (conch) & Shrimp $25.15 

in creole or garlic sauce 

• Balchi di Pisca (2 fish cakes ) $10. 

• Fish Soup $6.90 
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RED FISH MENU SAMPLE 

• Fish Filet pan fried $18.55 

with creole or garlic sauce 

• Calco "Conch" $21.70 

in creole or garlic sauce 

• Pan fried Lobster 6oz $20.00 

• Filet Mignon 6oz. Angus $18.30 

• Chicken Sate $10.85 


CALL NOW 
FOR RESERVATIONS 
OR TAKE OUT! 


Tel: (297) 280-6666 


Open daily from 11:30am - 10:00pm (closed on Mondays) • Orange Mall Sasaki 
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In coalition of many, US air power does the heavy lifting 


ADAM SCHRECK 
Associated Press 
AL-UDEID AIR BASE, Qatar 
(AP) — American refuel¬ 
ing planes rumble into the 
air from this desert air base 
around the clock to top up 
coalition aircraft bomb¬ 
ing Islamic State militants, 
whether they're Arab fight¬ 
ers flying out of regional 
bases or French warplanes 
catapulted off an aircraft 
carrier in the Persian Gulf. 
The al-Udeid Air Base in 
Qatar is the regional nerve 
center for the air war 
against the militants who 
have taken over nearly a 
third of Iraq and Syria. That 
makes it the main hub for 
coordinating warplanes 
from the U.S. and 11 other 
nations in the coalition car¬ 
rying out bombing raids. 
While the U.S. is doing the 
heavy lifting in the airstrikes, 
American officials say the 
allies’ contributions are vi¬ 
tal. 

“This is dangerous stuff. This 
is not political theater,” 
said Lt. Col. David Haworth, 
chief of the current opera¬ 
tions division for the Com¬ 
bined Air Operation Cen¬ 
ter. 

“I don’t think what we are 
doing today would be 
even remotely possible 
without the coalition part¬ 
ners,” he told The Associ¬ 
ated Press, making a rare 
media visit to the base. 
“To say that we want to or 
we are capable of going 
it alone I think would be a 
terrible mistake." 

The low-rise Combined Air 
Operation Center, packed 
with rows of computer 
terminals with big-screen 
monitors overhead, brings 
together officers from 
across the coalition to help 
share information and plan 
missions. 

Intelligence gathered by 
coalition members helps 
give commanders a deep¬ 
er understanding of how 
the Islamic State group 
operates on the ground, 
Haworth said. For example, 
at times its fighters mass 
together like a traditional 
army unit, while in other sit¬ 
uations they behave more 
like insurgent guerrillas. 

All information will be key in 
preparations for an eventu¬ 
al offensive by Iraqi troops 


and Kurdish fighters to re¬ 
take the northern Iraqi city 
of Mosul, the biggest city 
under the extremists’ con¬ 
trol. The coalition will no 
doubt be backing the as¬ 
sault, though officials here 
would not discuss plans for 
future operations. 

"If they (the militants) want 
to try and reinforce, wheth¬ 


er it’s Mosul or some other 
location, we want to make 
sure we’re ready,” Haworth 
said. "If they want to flee, 
we’ll want to make sure 
that we have that contin¬ 
gency covered as well.” 
American planes in gener¬ 
al hit more of what the mili¬ 
tary refers to as “dynamic” 
targets — ones that are 
not pre-planned — and a 
mobile insurgency like the 
Islamic State group makes 
for a lot of dynamic targets. 
The Air Force estimates 
that half of all strikes in the 
battle stem from close air 
support for Iraqi ground 
forces. Another 30 percent 
involve hitting Islamic State 
militants traveling between 
Iraq and Syria. 

Many coalition members, 
meanwhile, might drop 
multiple bombs on a single 
preset target, such as a 
militant-held compound or 


mobile oil refinery. 

Since the bombing cam¬ 
paign began, American 
warplanes have handled 
80 percent of the 2,780 
airstrikes carried out as of 
Tuesday in Iraq and Syria, 
according to the most re¬ 
cent figures provided by 
the U.S. military. 

Primarily Western allies in¬ 


cluding Australia, Belgium, 
Britain, Canada, Denmark, 
France, Jordan and the 
Netherlands operate over 
Iraq, and have handled 
about three of every 10 air¬ 
strikes there. 

The share of American 
strikes is even greater in 
Syria. There, Arab coalition 
members have conducted 
just 93 airstrikes, compared 
with 1,137 by American air¬ 
craft. The countries operat¬ 
ing alongside the U.S. over 
Syria include Bahrain, Jor¬ 
dan, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

By the military's definition, 
an airstrike refers to a par¬ 
ticular target, regardless of 
how many planes are in¬ 
volved in hitting it and how 
much ordnance is fired at 
it. By another measure — 
strike sorties — three out of 
five times that a warplane 
takes off on a strike mis¬ 


sion in the campaign, it’s 
an American plane. Or by 
yet another measure, other 
coalition members have 
dropped a fifth of the mu¬ 
nitions used so far in the 
campaign. 

Part of the reason for 
the large American role 
in Syria comes down to 
the monthslong battle 


for Kobani, where relent¬ 
less pounding from the air 
helped Kurdish fighters fi¬ 
nally fend off the Islamic 
State group's offensive try¬ 
ing to take the town, on the 
border with Turkey. 
Longer-range American 
aircraft like the swept-wing 
B-l bombers that oper¬ 
ate out of al-Udeid were 
particularly well suited for 
that fight. They are able 
to spend hours over the 
battlefield loaded with up 
to 24 tons of bombs that 
can be used in multiple air¬ 
strikes. 

“We brought a lot of loiter 
time, a lot of weapons” 
over Kobani, said Lt. Col. 
Joe Kramer, 34th Expedi¬ 
tionary Bomb Squadron 
commander. 

The number in Syria was 
also affected by the Emir¬ 
ates' decision to sit out the 
fight for several weeks after 


Jordanian fighter pilot Lt. 
Muath al-Kaseasbeh went 
down behind enemy lines 
in December. He was even¬ 
tually killed by the militants. 
The UAE, which boasts one 
of the region's most ca¬ 
pable air forces, resumed 
airstrikes last month after 
the U.S. moved search- 
and-rescue teams closer to 
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the battlefield. It and Bah¬ 
rain have deployed some 
aircraft to Jordan, bringing 
them closer to the fight. 
Arab allies also give the 
coalition access to much- 
needed bases dotted 
around the Gulf. Canadian 
warplanes operate out of 
Kuwait, for example, while 
Australia has deployed 
F/A-18 fighters to an air 
base outside Dubai. 

In addition to Qatar, Ameri¬ 
can planes fly out of bases 
in the Emirates, Kuwait and 
Jordan, as well as off the 
carrier USS Carl Vinson. 
Al-Udeid also hosts a for¬ 
ward headquarters for U.S. 
Central Command, which 
directs military operations 
throughout the region, in¬ 
cluding those still ongo¬ 
ing in Afghanistan, as well 
as Patriot missile batteries 
to protect regional allies 
against missile attacks.Q 



A B-1 bomber deploys a prototype Long Range Anti-Ship Missile. B-1 bombers are flying in and out of the al-Udeid Air Base in 
Doha, Qatar, the regional nerve center for the air war against the militants who have taken over nearly a third of Iraq and Syria. 
That makes it the main hub for coordinating warplanes from the U.S. and 11 other nations in the coalition carrying out bombing 
raids. (DARPA via The New York Times) 











Gustave Nouel’s Art at the Service of Arubahuis in The Hague 



ORANJESTAD/AMSTERDAM 

- Gustave Nouel (www. 
gustavenouel.com) has 
offered the Arubahuis in 
The Hague to use his series 
of Artwork inspired by the 
‘Caribbean Culture’ freely. 
During the New Year's 
reception of the Caribbean 
(DCBC and CHB) last 
January and during the 
symposium of the Holland- 
Aruba (GNA) and SPLIKA 
in February, Nouel had the 
honor to show part of his 
‘Caribbean Culture’ series 
at the Arubahuis. 

The Arubahuis can also 
use his series ‘Caribbean 
Culture,’ for example at the 
Arubadag celebration in 
March or any other cultural 
activity in 2015. 


This way the general public 
in The Netherlands can get 
the opportunity to know 
these Caribbean Cultural 
faces. 

For the Aruban artist, who 


resides in The Netherlands, 
it is an honor to be at the 
service of Aruba with his 
Art. 

Also visit http://youtu.be/ 
E0m_vXDh8G4O 
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Find your Inner Princess with the new PANDORA 

Spring Disney Jewelry Collection 


PALM BEACH - On Thurs¬ 
day, March 12th, PANDO¬ 
RA Aruba unveiled the lat¬ 
est charms to join the PAN¬ 
DORA and Disney collec¬ 
tion, available exclusively 
at the boutique in Paseo 
Herencia Mall. This new 
collection focuses entirely 
on Disney Princesses. 

There are 50 new charms 
in this collection and while 
the primary additions are 


the Disney Princesses, there 
are also some new Mickey 
and Minnie charms as well! 
The princesses featured in 
this collection are Cinder¬ 
ella, Ariel, Belle, Elsa, Anna, 
Snow White and Tinkerbell. 
The collection includes tiar¬ 
as, a signature color bead 
and an iconic symbol from 
each of the movies. For ex¬ 
ample, Snow White's apple 
or the “Let it Go” charm 




for our favorite Frozen prin¬ 
cesses, Elsa and Anna. 

For Princess Cinderella, a 
larger collection was made 
which is perfect since the 
new Cinderella film re¬ 
leases on Aruba on March 
13 The pumpkin carriage 
charm is predicted to be a 
hot item once it is released. 
Stop by the Pandora Store 
in Paseo Herencia Mall 
and create your own fai¬ 
rytale this spring with your 
favorite Disney characters 
and PANDORA. 

For more information, visit: 
https://www.facebook. 
com/PandoraAruba and 


http://instagram.com/ 
pandora paseoO 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Qffering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outless, 

Salon & Spo Serviies, Souvenir* and more. 


Baskin Robbins j Dunkin Donuts ] Fusion Piano I Wine Bor 
Jumi Valdez Cafe | Subway | R-Glass | Shalom Body and Soul Spa 
Hollywood Smokehouse | Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Baulique The lazy Lizard | The Merkel 

Iflf Twit-i nF flrtunrc 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Celebrate Our National Anthem & Flag Day With 
Hublot Aruba Limited Edition 

ORANJESTAD - Hublot paid exclusively customized for the back and comes with 
tribute to one of Aruba’s Aruba. a regular blue stitching 

most patriotic days, our An- The Oceansgraphic 4000 strap and a diver rubber 
them and Flag Day, with Aruba edition has an out- strap, 
a Special Diver's watch line of Aruba engraved in 

There are only 15 of these 
watches made world¬ 
wide and the Hublot bou¬ 
tique at Aruba already 
sold the watch number 
1 of the 15. Number 2, 4, 

7 and 8 are still available 
only at Diamonds Interna¬ 
tional. The Oceansgraph¬ 
ic 4000 Aruba Limited Edi¬ 
tion is available only at 
Diamonds International. 

Visit the Hublot Boutique 
today at Diamonds Inter¬ 
national in Oranjestad in 
front of the bus terminal 
and learn more about 
this unique watch. 

Get yours today and start 
celebrating this national 
seasonO 
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Property Management With Clearly Realty Total Service Real Estate! 



PALM BEACH - BON BINI! 
Welcome to Aruba, Home 
of Clearly Realty Total Ser¬ 
vice Real Estate. 

Located in the warm waters 
of the southern Caribbean, 
Aruba is home to beauti¬ 
ful white-sand beaches, 
82-degree days, and some 
of the warmest people in 
the world. We are known as 
the pearl of the Caribbean 


and one happy island! We 
are proud and happy to 
say that this is home and 
we welcome you with a 
warm Bon Bini. 

Clearly realty is the best 
kept secret on the island. 
We know our way through 
every corner of this beau¬ 
tiful island to inform and 


assist you in all aspects of 
acquiring any kind of Real 
Estate Service. We are the 
experts and can offer you 
the complete package 
when it comes to: buying 
or selling a property, vaca¬ 
tion rentals, long term rent¬ 
als, property maintenance, 
pool service, garden main¬ 
tenance, residential and 
commercial cleaning and 


handy-man services. 
Property Management: 
With our specialization in 
Property Management, 
we manage houses and 
apartment complexes. If 
your house is inspected by 
Clearly Realty, it will be in 
the right hands and taken 
care of to the detail. We 


completely inspect your 
property every month from 
top to bottom and inside 
and out. The report we cre¬ 
ate during these inspec¬ 
tions is used as a guideline 
for any maintenance or 
cleaning issues that might 
exist. If it’s a small job (burnt 
out light bulbs for example) 
we will do the repairs with¬ 
out even bothering you. If 
it's something bigger, we 
will report back to you and 
give you some options or 
suggestions of what we 
would like to do or have 
done. It is then up to you 
to decide how that issue is 
handled. 

In addition to the monthly 
inspections, we also check 
on your house on a regular 
basis just to see if everything 
is in order. In addition we 
can offer so much more; 
we handle your mail, are 
the primary call destina¬ 
tion for your alarm system 
and manage your garden 
and pool maintenance. 
When you are on the island 
we can help with all things 
necessary to make your 
stay unforgettable every 


time without any worry. 

If you are interested in buy¬ 
ing or renting one of our 
houses please contact us 
to arrange viewings of the 
properties we offer and fit 


your needs. If it's vacation, 
long term or indefinitely we 
will make it happen! 
Italiestraat 12- Oranjestad, 
Aruba- E: info@clearlyreal- 
ty.aw- Tel: +(297) 594-4002. 


Clearly 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 





ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwooda ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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Iditarod musher Matt Failor 
massages a sore ankle on 
one of his dogs in the Ruby, 
Alaska, checkpoint on 
Thursday, March 12, 2015. 

Associated Press 


PETA cites 
dog cruelty in 
calling for end 
of the Iditarod 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) 

— An animal rights group is 
renewing its call for an end 
to the world's most famous 
sled dog race. 

People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals on 
Friday said in a statement 
that the Iditarod Trail Sled 
Dog Race should be per¬ 
manently canceled. 

PETA Senior Vice President 
Daphna Nachminovitch 
cites the death Thursday of 
Wyatt, a 3-year-old male 
on four-time champion 
Lance Mackey's team, as 
the latest casualty in a long 
list of dogs that have died 
in the race. 

It also cited the use of 
a blind dog on another 
team. Musher Kelly Maixner 
tells Anchorage television 
station KTUU that Laura is a 
valued team member, but 
sometimes gets confused. 
Iditarod’s top official, Stan 
Hooley, declined com¬ 
ment. He says to engage 
an “opportunistic organi¬ 
zation with precisely zero 
credibility is pointless.”□ 
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Woods to miss Bay Hill 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

PALM HARBOR, Florida (AP) —Tiger 
Woods will not be at Bay Hill next 
week for the Arnold Palmer Invita¬ 
tional, the second tournament he 
has missed since stating a month 
ago that he would not return to 
golf until his game was ready. 
Woods still wasn't ruling out the 
Masters in a brief statement Friday 
on his website. 

“I’ve put in a lot of time and work 
on my game and I’m making 
strides,” Woods said. “But like I’ve 
said, I won’t return to the PGA Tour 
until my game is tournament ready 
and I can compete at the highest 
level.” 

He said he spoke to Palmer on Fri¬ 
day to tell him he would not be at 
his tournament. 

Woods is an eight-time winner at 
Bay Hill. This will be the second 
straight time he has missed the 
Arnold Palmer Invitational. A year 
ago, he had a back injury that led 
to surgery a week after the tourna¬ 
ment, causing him to miss the Mas¬ 
ters for the first time. 

“I hope to be ready for the Mas¬ 


ters, and I will continue to work 
hard preparing for Augusta,” 
Woods said in his statement. 
Woods has fallen to No. 79 in the 


world, his worst ranking since the 
week before he won his first PGA 
Tour event as a 20-year-old in 
1996. If he does not play leading 


up to the Masters, he will be out of 
the top 100 when — or if — he gets 
to Augusta. 

Two tournaments remain before 


the Masters — the Valero Texas 
Open and the Shell Houston Open. 
Woods has not played the Texas 
Open since 1996. He has never 


played the Houston Open, and he 
has never played the week before 
the Masters. 

The decision ramps up speculation 
on the state of Woods — his mind 
and his game — leading to Augus¬ 
ta. He has played only 47 holes this 
year. Woods missed the cut in the 
Phoenix Open with a career-high 
82 in the second round. A week 
later, he withdrew after 11 holes 
at Torrey Pines for tightness in his 
lower back. 

He said on Feb. 11 that his scores 
were not acceptable and that 
he would not return until his game 
was up to his standards. 

Since back surgery on March 31 of 
last year. Woods has completed 
only two 72-hole events. He fin¬ 
ished 69th in the British Open, 23 
shots behind Rory Mcllroy. And 
he tied for last in an 18-man field 
at the Hero World Challenge at 
Isleworth, a course he has played 
more than any other. 

Most shocking about his debut in 
2015 was his short game, a collec¬ 
tion of bladed shots and chunks 
that have led to debate over 
whether he has the yips.Q 



In this Feb. 5, 2015, file photo. Tiger Woods speaks to reporters after withdrawing 
during the first round of the Farmers Insurance Open golf tournament in San 
Diego. Associated Press 





Aruhiba 


Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 


With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 


t's a matter of prestige and quality... 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

-I available at their Tobacco farm where their 

cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arabian design. 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 


For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
arahibacigars@gmail.com 
www. arahibacigars .com 
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NHL Capsules 


Bruins maintain dominance over Lightning with 3-2 win 



Chicago Blackhawks' Brad Richards celebrates his tie-breaking goal against the Arizona Coyotes 
during the third period of an NHL hockey game Thursday, March 12, 2015, in Glendale, Ariz. The 
Blackhawks defeated the Coyotes 2-1. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Patrice 
Bergeron and Brad March- 
and scored shootout goals 
to lift the Boston Bruins to a 
3-2 victory over the Tampa 
Bay Lightning on Thursday 
night. 

Boston beat Tampa Bay 
for the 10th straight time, 
the longest active slide for 
a Bruins opponent. Since 
joining the NHL in 1992, the 
Lightning have won only 
five times in 48 games at 
Boston. 

The Lightning have also 
never beaten the Bruins af¬ 
ter regulation in 18 tries, go¬ 
ing 0-9-9. Tampa Bay failed 
to capitalize on a power 
play in overtime. 

Tuukka Rask made 35 saves 
for Boston, which is 6-0-1 in 
its last seven games, includ¬ 
ing four straight wins. 
Vladislav Namestnikov tied 
it 2-2 for Tampa Bay with 
11:56 remaining in the third 
period when he slid the 
puck through Rask’s pads. 
Ben Bishop made 28 saves 
for Tampa Bay, which had 
its four-game winning streak 
ended. Tyler Johnson, who 
leads the Lightning with 
66 points, extended his 
career-best point streak to 
eight games. 

SENATORS 5, CANADIENS 2 
MONTREAL (AP) — Erik 
Karlsson scored twice, and 
goalie Andrew Hammond 
remained unbeaten in 
regulation time as Ottawa 
topped Montreal. 

Eric Condra, Mark Stone 
and Marc Methot also 
scored for Ottawa, which 
has won nine of 11 as it 
chases a playoff spot. 
Hammond made 27 saves 
to improve to 8-0-1 during 
that stretch. 

Max Pacioretty scored 
twice for Montreal, which 
has only one win in four 
games. The Canadiens, 
who have yielded the few¬ 


est goals in the NHL, al¬ 
lowed five for the first time 
since Nov. 23. 

Montreal outshot Ottawa 
29-28, but the Senators im¬ 
proved to 3-1 against the 
Canadiens this season. 
BLUES 1, FLYERS 0, SO 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — St. Louis’ 
Brian Elliott and Philadel¬ 
phia’s Steve Mason both 
earned shutouts, but El¬ 
liott picked up the win in a 
shootout as the host Blues 
edged the Flyers. 

Elliott made 28 saves 
through overtime, and 
Mason stopped 35 shots. 
T.J. Oshie and Vladimir 
Tarasenko both scored in 
the shootout for the Blues, 
and Elliott stopped Jakub 
Voracek and Wayne Sim- 
monds in the tiebreaker. 
The Blues have won three 
straight and five of seven. 
St. Louis coach Ken Hitch¬ 
cock, formerly of the Fly¬ 
ers, became the fourth NHL 
coach to earn 700 regular- 
season victories. 

Elliott recorded his fourth 
shutout of the season and 


29th in the NHL, including 
20 with the Blues. That tied 
the franchise record set by 
his former teammate Jaro- 
slav Halak. 

Mason posted his third shut¬ 
out this season and 26th in 
his career for the Flyers, who 
lost their fourth straight. 
PENGUINS 6, OILERS 4 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Steve 
Downie and Patric Horn- 
qvist scored just over a 
minute apart late in the 
third period, and Pittsburgh 
avoided an embarrassing 
collapse by beating Ed¬ 
monton. 

Downie's 12th goal of the 
season on a rebound 14:38 
into the third gave Pitts¬ 
burgh the lead after the 
Penguins let a four-goal 
lead slip away. 

Hornqvist doubled it 1:06 
later to help the Penguins 
win for the seventh time in 
nine games. 

Brandon Sutter scored 
twice for Pittsburgh. Sid¬ 
ney Crosby added his 23rd 
goal of the season and fin¬ 
ished with three points. Da¬ 


vid Perron netted his 11 th 
since coming to Pittsburgh 
from Edmonton in January. 
Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 
25 shots. 

Anton Lander, Jordan Eber- 
le, Benoit Pouliot and Derek 
Roy scored for the Oilers. 
Marc-Andre Fleury made 
25 saves for the Penguins, 
who moved within two 
points of the second-place 
New York Islanders in the 
Metropolitan Division. 
BLACKHAWKS 2, COYOTES 
1 

GLENDALE, Arizona (AP) — 

Brad Richards scored a tie¬ 
breaking power-play goal 
with 7:11 left in the third pe¬ 
riod to give Chicago a win 
against Arizona. 

Richards put in a rebound 
of Kris Versteeg’s blocked 
shot. It was the 900th NHL 
point for Richards, who en¬ 
tered in ninth place among 
active players. 

The Blackhawks had seven 
power plays and convert¬ 
ed two of them, including 
Andrew Shaw's first-peri¬ 
od goal. Corey Crawford 


made 17 saves in the win, 
and Arizona’s Mike Smith 
stopped 43 shots. 

The Coyotes had a power 
play for the last 38.5 sec¬ 
onds of the game, and 
made it a 6-on-4 skating 
advantage after pulling 
Smith, but couldn’t force 
overtime. Tobias Rieder 
had given Arizona a 1-0 
lead early in the first period. 
The playoff-bound Black¬ 
hawks have earned at 
least one point in six of their 
last seven games. Arizona 
has lost 13 of 14. 

KINGS 4, CANUCKS 0 
VANCOUVER, British Co¬ 
lumbia (AP) — Jonathan 
Quick made 19 saves for his 
fifth shutout of the season, 
and Los Angeles beat Van¬ 
couver. 

Justin Williams and Anze 
Kopitar each had a goal 
and an assist, and Tyler Tof- 
foli and Marian Gaborik 
also scored for Los Angeles, 
which has won four of five 
and 12 of 16. 

The Kings, 3-0 against the 
Canucks this season with 
two meetings remaining, 
jumped over Winnipeg and 
into the second wild-card 
playoff spot in the Western 
Conference. 

Eddie Lack made 16 saves 
for Vancouver, which en¬ 
tered play second in the 
Pacific Division, one point 
ahead of Calgary and 
three ahead of the Kings. 
SHARKS 2, PREDATORS 0 
SAN JOSE, California (AP) — 
Antti Niemi made 35 saves 
to shut out Nashville for the 
second time this season, 
and Tomas Hertl scored a 
power-play goal late in the 
second period to lead San 
Jose over the Predators. 
Niemi followed a 29-save 
performance in December 
with another strong game 
against Nashville to lead 
the Sharks to their fourth 
win in five gamesO 
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Cavs’ Irving steps forward in sublime performance vs. Spurs 


Cleveland Cavaliers' Kyrie Irving (2) drives around San Antonio Spurs’ Tim Duncan (21) during the 
first half of an NBA basketball game, Thursday, March 12, 2015, in San Antonio. 

Associated Press 


TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer 

With the game ball safely 
tucked under his arm, Ky¬ 
rie Irving stood under the 
basket and accepted con¬ 
gratulations from awed 
teammates following a 
performance none of them 
will soon forget. 

He slapped some hands, 
hugged a beaming LeBron 
James and then handed 
the ball to the Cavaliers’ 
security director — a turn¬ 
over of joy. 

This one was a keeper. 

It’s not every day you score 
57 points. It's not every day 
you bring the defending 
NBA champions to their 
knees. It's not every day 
you upstage the irrepress¬ 
ible James. And, it’s not ev¬ 
ery day you leave former 
NBA star-turned-television 
commentator Charles Bar¬ 
kley speechless. 
Cleveland’s guard did it 
all Thursday night, scoring 
a franchise-record 57, zip¬ 
ping around the floor with 
stunning ease and drop¬ 
ping 3-pointers from every 
angle as the Cavs beat the 
San Antonio Spurs 128-125 
in overtime. 

Irving was spectacular, 
stunning and simply sub¬ 
lime. 

“Kyrie Irving was unstop¬ 
pable,” Spurs coach Gregg 
Popovich said. “I don't 
know how to guard that. 
He did a hell of a job. We 
all know how talented he is, 
but he really went to a new 
level tonight.” 

This wasn’t necessarily a 
breakout for the soon-to- 
be 23-year-old Irving. More 
of a validation. 

Irving has arrived. 

After all, he’s already been 
a No. 1 overall NBA draft 
pick, a three-time NBA All- 
Star and regarded as one 
of the league’s elite in a 
stellar class of point guards. 
He scored 55 in a game 
against Portland earlier this 


year, and Irving has shown 
a maturity off the floor that 
has impressed even his 
toughest critics. 

This, though, was some¬ 
thing more. This was Irving's 
apex. 

“The kid is special," said 
James. “We all know it we 
all see it and for him to go 
out and put up a perfor¬ 
mance like he did was in¬ 


credible.” 

Let us count the ways: 

— Irving's stat line was 
almost otherworldly. He 
made 20 of 32 field goals, 
going 7 of 7 on 3-pointers. 
He went 10 of 10 from the 
tree-throw line and added 
five assists, three rebounds 
and four steals in 46 min¬ 
utes. Most of his baskets 
came on did-he-just-do- 


that? drives to the rim, 
where he spun in layups 
with both hands. 

— His 57 points were the 
most in the league this sea¬ 
son, broke the Cavs' team 
record (James scored 56 in 
2005), and tied the record 
for the most points against 
the Spurs at home, match¬ 
ing the 57 Golden State’s 
Purvis Short laid on San An¬ 


tonio back in 1984. 

— Irving scored 16 points — 
15 straight in one stretch, 
and Cleveland’s last nine 

— in the fourth quarter. He 
added 11 more in over¬ 
time. 

— With the Cavs down 
110-107 in regulation, Irving 
knocked down an off-bal¬ 
ance 3-pointer as the horn 
sounded to force OT. 

“One of the best individual 
performances I’ve ever 
seen,” the loquacious Bark¬ 
ley said during the TNT net¬ 
work’s broadcast. 

Irving's magical night would 
have been an afterthought 
if Spurs forward Kawhi 
Leonard hadn’t clanked 
two free throws with 4.3 
seconds left in regulation. 
Those misses set up perhaps 
Irving’s finest moment, the 
game-tying 3-pointer from 
the right wing that sucked 
the air out of raucous AT&T 
Center. 

Coming off a screen set 
at the top of the key from 
Tristan Thompson, Irving got 
separation from Tony Park¬ 
er, caught the inbounds 
pass from James and took 
one dribble to the right. He 
rose and buried his jaw- 
dropping 3 over the ex¬ 
tended arm of Leonard, 
who immediately flashed 
two fingers to the officials 
in a vain attempt to dimin¬ 
ish Irving's clutch bucket — 
the signature field goal of 
the four-year guard's blos¬ 
soming stardom. 

“As long as my elbow’s 
pointed at the rim, I feel like 
it has a great chance to go 
in,” Irving said of his signa¬ 
ture 3. “I learned that from 
Kobe Bryant." 

The lessons he’s getting 
from James are deeper. 
The two have grown clos¬ 
er during their first season 
together and the look of 
pride on James’ face fol¬ 
lowing the game spoke 
to the bond they have 
developed.^ 
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Rangers’ Yu Darvish to have season-ending surgery Tuesday 



In this Feb. 22, 2015, file photo, Texas Rangers pitcher Yu Darvish throws during spring training 
baseball practice in Surprise, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


SURPRISE, Ariz. (AP) — Yu 

Darvish said he didn’t need 
any more opinions once 
the first doctor recom¬ 
mended season-ending 
surgery on the ailing right 
elbow of the Texas Rang¬ 
ers ace. 

The Japanese right-hand¬ 
er waited for two more 
reports anyway before 
the announcement that 
Dr. James Andrews will 
perform elbow ligament- 
replacement surgery on 
Tuesday in Gulf Breeze, 
Florida. 

Andrews was the last of 
three doctors to review im¬ 
ages of the 28-year-old’s 
elbow, following Rangers 
team physician Dr. Keith 
Meister and New York Mets 
medical director Dr. David 
Altchek. Tommy John sur¬ 
gery likely will sideline Dar¬ 
vish until early 2016. 
“Obviously it’s a bump in 
a road for my career and 
obviously for the team that 
I'm not going to be able 
to throw,” Darvish said Fri¬ 
day through an interpreter. 
“But there’s a lot of posi¬ 
tives that can come out of 
this.” 


From a Texas point of view, 
one of those positives is 
that Darvish will stay with 
the Rangers while he re¬ 
covers from surgery rather 
than return to Japan. Gen¬ 
eral manager Jon Dan¬ 
iels said Darvish should 
be back in Arizona by 
Wednesday night. “What 
was most important to us is 
that he would rehab in Tex¬ 
as and with the team, both 
from the standpoint of be¬ 
ing with our people, so 
we could have our hands 
on him, but also from the 
standpoint of being with 
the club, around his team¬ 
mates, around our staff,” 
Daniels said. “Yu was total¬ 
ly on board with that.” 

An MRI last week revealed 
a partially torn ligament 
and inflammation after 
Darvish felt tightness in 
his triceps while warming 
up for his spring training 
debut. He threw 10 of 12 
pitches for strikes in his only 
inning before telling any¬ 
one about the discomfort. 
An All-Star in each of his 
three seasons since arriving 
from Japan, Darvish started 
last season on the disabled 


list after experiencing neck 
stiffness in spring training. 
He missed only one start 
then, and was 10-7 with a 
3.06 ERA in 22 starts and 
made his final appear¬ 
ance on Aug. 9 because 
of elbow inflammation. 
The elbow checked out 
fine during fhe offseason. “I 
didn’t think this was going 
to happen,” said Darvish, 
who will return with two 
years left on a six-year deal 
worth $56 million, a deal 
signed after the Rangers 
agreed to pay almost $52 
million for his rights. “During 
that time, I thought it was 
nothing more than elbow 
inflammation.” 

Daniels said Darvish could 
be back in the rotation by 
May 2016 and suggested it 
could be earlier. 

“Every rehab is a little dif¬ 
ferent, so I’m not going 
to put a stopwatch on it,” 
Daniels said. “Our goal is to 
get him back once with no 
setbacks. It's too early to 
put a date on it.” 

Darvish is 39-25 in 83 starts 
for the Rangers, with 680 
strikeouts in 545 1-3 innings. 
He led the majors with 277 


strikeouts in 2013. 

First-year manager Jeff 
Banisfer reiterated that 
he’s now trying to fill two 
rotation spots behind right¬ 
handers Yovani Gallardo 
and Colby Lewis and lefty 
Derek Holland. And he’s 
already looking forward to 
next season, when he fig¬ 
ures to fill out a lineup card 
with Darvish's name on it 
for the first time. 

“We'll leave the light on for 
him," Banister said. 


Darvish said he never felt 
pain in his elbow, but doc¬ 
tors warned that a thinning 
of the ligament put him at 
risk of a more significant 
tear if he tried to pitch af¬ 
ter several months of rest 
without surgery. 

“I have no worries whatso¬ 
ever,” Darvish said. “I feel 
like during this time there 
are a lot of things I can 
do to make myself better, 
knowing this is going to 
make me better. ”□ 
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De Jonge takes 1 -shot lead at Innisbrook 


DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

PALM HARBOR, Fla. (AP) — 

Brendon de Jonge rolled in 
a pair of long putts on his 
way to a 2-under 69 and 
the 36-hole lead Friday in 
the Valspar Championship. 
Based on the holes remain¬ 
ing, he is halfway home to 
his first PGA Tour title. 
Considering how many 
players are still in the mix 
— essentially everyone 
who made the cut — the 
weekend might feel even 
longer. 

Only seven shots sepa¬ 
rated de Jonge from the 
players who made the cut 
on the number, the first 
time the first-to-worst gap 
has been that small since 
the 2011 British Open at 
Royal St. George’s. 
“Obviously, gives you 
a good chance for the 
weekend,” de Jonge said. 
He was at 6-under 136, the 
highest score to lead after 
36 holes at Innisbrook in six 
years. 

De Jonge said that after 
he finished his round in the 
morning, uncertain how 
hard the wind would blow 
and who might get hot 
with the putter. The wind 
died, no one could sustain 
a great round without a 
few mistakes and he had 
the 36-hole lead for the 
fourth time in his career. 

But not by much. 

Jordan Spieth made a 
birdie putt from the fringe 
on the 18th for a 4-under 67 
to match the best score of 
the round. Henrik Stenson, 


playing the Copperhead 
course for the first time 
and apparently enjoying it, 
made eagle on his first hole 
and wound up with a 70. 
They were one shot behind, 
along with Ryan Moore 
(68), Kevin Streelman (69) 
and Derek Ernst (70). 

Ernst, who had only one 
round in the 60s this year. 


joined Moore and Streel¬ 
man as the only players to 
break 70s for both rounds. 
He was two shots behind, 
along with Sean O’Hair 
(72), Ricky Barnes (72) and 
Ian Poulter (70). Poulter 
hasn't been to Innisbrook 
since 2010, and he was 
asked what had kept him 
away. 


he played, and so he in¬ 
structed his caddie to 
never allow him to return. 
Seven holes into his pro-am 
round, he said he told his 
caddie, “What the ... was I 
doing not being here?” 
Justin Thomas (72) and Vi- 
jay Singh (70) were in the 
group at 3-under 139, with 
Luke Donald (68), Matt 


off at a golf tournament 
since the 2012 Byron Nel¬ 
son Championship. 

What makes Innisbrook so 
mysterious is that players 
are irritated by the shots 
they left out on the course, 
only to realize they're not 
in bad shape. Such was 
the case of Stenson, who 
made a 25-foot eagle on 
his opening hole, a 20-foot 
birdie putt on his final hole 
and nothing but pars and 
two bogeys in between. 

“I didn’t get it close enough 
to give myself too many 
birdies," Stenson said. “All 
in all, pretty pleased." 
Spieth rammed in a 20-foot 
birdie on the third hole that 
he said left a ball mark on 
the back of the cup. So 
that was a good break. He 
made a 30-foot birdie on 
No. 6 and rolled it in from 
18 feet on the final hole. 
That was enough to put 
him in the final group, even 
if he's not sure how he got 
there. 

“This is one of those ran¬ 
dom places where you 
feel like you should have 
shot better than you did, 
but you’re not out of it,” he 
said. “You can make bird¬ 
ies. The problem is there is 
trouble around every cor¬ 
ner.” 

There was even trouble 
in the fairway. Early in the 
round, Charley Hoffman 
stopped when he saw a 
10-foot alligator walking 
across the third fairway. 
“We weren't going any¬ 
where fast,” Hoffman said. 
“And neither were we.”□ 



Brendon de Jonge his from the 
golf tournament Friday, March 
Associated Press 

ran off five straight birdies 
around the turn to reach 
8-under par until he start¬ 
ed missing greens, missing 
putts and making bogeys 
to fall one shot behind de 
Jonge. 

“Starting the day if you told 
me I would have shot 1 un¬ 
der I would have been very 
happy with it,” Ernst said. 
Lucas Glover had a 69 and 


sixth tee during the second round of the Valspar Championship 
13, 2015, at Innisbrook in Palm Harbor, Fla. 


“Because I’m a buffoon,” 
Poulter said. “I mean, stu¬ 
pid. This golf course I can 
compete on because 
it's fiddly, it's position off 
the tee, small greens, 
need to chip it well, good 
pace putting when you're 
above the hole. All those 
things I do well.” 

Poulter recalls the greens 
being sloppy the last time 


Kuchar (70) and Patrick 
Reed (68) among those 
four behind. 

Adam Scott is about the 
only guy who doesn’t have 
a chance because he 
didn't make the cut. Scott 
missed four putts from in¬ 
side 5 feet on his way to 
a 75 and missed the cut 
by three shots. It's the first 
time he had the weekend 


Brewers ban high fives to 
avoid spread of pink eye 


PEORIA, Arizona (AP) — 

The Milwaukee Brewers will 
have to find a new way to 
celebrate for the next few 
spring training games be¬ 
cause they banned high 
fives to avoid the spread 
of pink eye. Catcher Jon¬ 
athan Lucroy and pitch¬ 
ing coach Rick Kranitz 
became the latest victims 
on Thursday. They will stay 
home for 48 hours in hopes 
of stopping the spread of 
the annoying and highly 
contagious malady. 
“We've been going 


through it for a while, and 
it seems like a couple of 
more show up every day," 
manager Ron Roenicke 
said. The team won’t high 
five until the outbreak is 
over. The Brewers play 
the Seattle Mariners on 
Friday.Q 

In this Sept. 24, 2014, file pho¬ 
to, Milwaukee Brewers start¬ 
ing pitcher Kyle Lohse, left, 
is congratulated by catcher 
Jonathan Lucroy, center, after 
the Brewers defeated the Cin¬ 
cinnati Reds 5-0 in a baseball 
game in Cincinnati. 
.Associated Press 
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At odds with Google, US seeks new rule on computer access 



In this Feb. 12, 2015 file photo, FBI Director James Comey speaks at Georgetown University in 
Washington. Associated Press 


ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The U.S. Justice Depart¬ 
ment is at odds with 
Google and privacy 
groups over the govern¬ 
ment’s push to make 
it easier to locate and 
hack into computers in 
criminal investigations, a 
simmering conflict with 
constitutional and policy 
implications. 

Federal prosecutors say 
better tools are needed 
to track down computer 
users who hide their lo¬ 
cations while committing 
crimes on the Internet. 
But civil libertarians fear 
that the proposal, now 
under consideration by 
a federal advisory com¬ 
mittee, would grant the 
government expansive 
new powers to reach 
into computers across 
the country. 

The proposal would 
change existing rules 
of criminal procedure 
that, with limited excep¬ 
tions, permit judges to 
approve warrants for 
property searches only in 
the districts where they 
serve. The government 
says those rules are out¬ 
dated in an era when 
child pornographers, 
drug traffickers and 
others can mask their 
whereabouts on com¬ 
puter networks that offer 
anonymity. That tech¬ 
nology can impede or 
thwart efforts to pinpoint 
a suspect's geographic 
location. 

The Justice Department 
wants the rules changed 
so that judges in a district 
where “activities related 
to a crime" have oc¬ 
curred could approve 
warrants to search com¬ 
puters, even those out¬ 
side their districts. The 
government says that 
flexibility is needed for 
cases in which fhe gov¬ 
ernment can't figure 
out the location of a 
computer and needs a 
warrant to access it re¬ 
motely, and for investi¬ 
gations involving botnets 
— networks of comput¬ 
ers infected with a virus 
that spill across judicial 
districts. There are 94 
federal judicial districts 


in the country — at least 
one in every state, and 
as many as four in some. 
“There is a substantial 
public interest in catch¬ 
ing and prosecuting 
criminals who use ano¬ 
nymizing technologies, 
but locating them can 
be impossible for law en¬ 
forcement absent the 
ability to conduct a re¬ 
mote search of the crimi¬ 
nal’s computer,” Justice 
Department lawyers 
wrote in one memo. 

The advisory commit¬ 
tee considering the rule 
change is meeting this 
month. 

The proposal has gener¬ 
ated fierce pushback 
from privacy organi¬ 
zations, including the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union, which say the rule 
change could violate a 
constitutional require¬ 
ment that search war¬ 
rant applications be spe¬ 
cific about the property 
to be searched. They 
also say the proposal is 
unclear about exactly 
what type of informa¬ 
tion could be accessed 
by the government, and 
fails to guarantee the 
privacy of non-suspects 
who might have had ac¬ 
cess to the same com¬ 
puter as the target, or 
of innocent people who 
may themselves be vic¬ 
tims of a botnet. 

“What procedural pro¬ 
tections are going to be 
in place when you do 


these types of searches? 
How are fhey going fo 
be limited?" asked Alan 
Butler, senior counsel at 
the Electronic Privacy In¬ 
formation Center. 
Among the critics is 
Google, which says the 
proposal “raises a num¬ 
ber of monumental and 
highly complex consti¬ 
tutional, legal and geo¬ 
political concerns that 
should be left for Con¬ 


gress fo decide." 

Privacy groups are also 
concerned that the pro¬ 
posal would lead to more 
frequent use by the FBI 
of surveillance technol¬ 
ogy that can be installed 
remotely on a computer 
to help pinpoint its loca¬ 
tion. Such tactics caught 
public attention last year 
when FBI Director James 
Comey acknowledged 
that in 2007 an agent 


posing as an Associated 
Press reporter had sent 
to a bomb-threat sus¬ 
pect a link to an article 
that, once opened, re¬ 
vealed to investigators 
the computer’s location 
and Internet address. 

The Justice Department 
says such concerns are 
unfounded. It says the 
proposal simply makes 
sure that investigators 
have a judge to go to 
for a warrant in cases 
where they can’t find a 
computer, and that the 
proposal would not pro¬ 
vide the government 
with new technological 
authorities that it doesn’t 
already have. 

The proposal is before a 
criminal procedure ad¬ 
visory committee of the 
Judicial Conference of 
the United States — a 
panel made up of judg¬ 
es and lawyers — that 
meets twice a year, in¬ 
cluding this month. If ap¬ 
proved, it will then be for¬ 
warded to the Supreme 
Court and ultimately to 
Congress, which does 
not have to approve it 
but can block it. It would 
take effect in December 
2016 .Q 


Going full circle for math and 
pastries on a special Pi day 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sat¬ 
urday is the day when 
love of math and a han¬ 
kering for pastry come full 
circle. Saturday is Pi Day, 
a once-in-a-year calen¬ 
dar date that this time 
squares the fun with a 
once-in-a-century twist. 
Saturday is 3-14-15, in the 
form that Americans mark 
the calendar, the first five 
digits of the mathematical 
constant pi: 3.141592653. 
So the best time to cel¬ 
ebrate is at 9:26 and 53 
seconds. The next time 
that happens is in March 
2115. 

“It’s a portal into this mag¬ 
ical mysterious world of 
mathematics,” said Uni¬ 
versity of California math¬ 
ematician Edward Fren¬ 


kel. “Pi is special.” 

Pi is the constant used to 
calculate the area of a 
circle, as in pi times the 
radius squared, but it ap¬ 
pears all over other parts 
of mathematics. It “is kind 
of a basic atomic build¬ 
ing block” for mafh, said 
Temple University math¬ 
ematician John Paulos, 
who was interviewed at 
precisely 3:14:15 p.m. 

In some places, Pi Day is 
celebrated with the ed¬ 
ible type of pie. 

“It's a real exciting mo¬ 
ment for mafh enthu¬ 
siasm," said Nathan 
Kaplan, a Yale Univer¬ 
sity math professor, who 
called if a fime for people 
to “remember how much 
fun they found some of 
the stuff in school.” 

When challenged, Kaplan 


acknowledged that most 
people don’t really recall 
math as fun. He blamed 
that on the way we were 
taught: “There's fun sfuff 
out there in the quantita¬ 
tive world.” 

One interesting aspect 
of pi is that it is irrational, 
which means the deci¬ 
mals after 3 go on to in¬ 
finity with no repeating 
patterns. Yet in 1897, a bill 
before the Indiana legisla¬ 
ture tried to round it up to 
3.2. It fell flat. 

“We cannot change it. 
It's not subject to opinion 
or taste or time,” Frenkel 
said. “How many things 
like this in the universe 
mean the same thing to 
everyone through time 
and space?” 

This pi story goes full circle, 
with exactly 314 words.Q 
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Stocks decline for third week; Fed worries persist 


KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The stock 
market was hit hard Friday, 
capping a third week of 
declines, as investors re¬ 
acted to a steep drop in 
oil prices and a jump in the 
value of the dollar. 

Utilities, companies that 
make basic materials like 
steel, and major exporters 
had the biggest declines. 
The sell-off came at the 
end of a volatile week and 
sets the stage for a Feder¬ 
al Reserve policy meeting 
next week. Investors will be 
watching closely for clues 
about the central bank's 
views on the economy and 
interest rates. 

“This week has really been 
about investors’ outlooks 
adjusting in the face of 
higher interest rates later 
this year,” said Gabriela 
Santos, a global market 
strategist at JPMorgan 
Funds. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average fell 145.91 points, 
or 0.8 percent, to 17,749.31. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index lost 12.55 points, or 
0.6 percent, to 2,053.40 
and the Nasdaq compos¬ 
ite lost 21.53 points, or 0.4 
percent, to 4,871.76. 

Oil dropped sharply after 
the International Energy 
Agency said prices had 
further to fall because sup¬ 
plies were continuing to 
rise. Benchmark U.S. crude 
fell $2.21 to close at $44.84 
a barrel in New York. Oil is 
now within 40 cents of its 
low for the year, and its 
lowest level in six years, af¬ 
ter a drop of 10 percent 


SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — 

TiVo said Friday that it has 
received bankruptcy court 
approval to buy some 
assets of Aereo, an on¬ 
line startup that offered a 
cheaper alternative to ca¬ 
ble TV. 

Financial terms were not 
disclosed. Aereo filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection in November, 
less than five months after 
an unfavorable ruling by 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 


this week. Brent crude, a 
benchmark for internation¬ 
al oils used by many U.S. re¬ 
fineries, fell $2.41 to close at 
$54.67 a barrel in London. 
Several energy stocks fol¬ 
lowed the price of oil lower. 
Transocean, an offshore oil 
rig company, fell 67 cents, 
or 4.7 percent, to $13.60 
and Denbury Resources fell 
29 cents, or 3.8 percent, to 
$7.31. The U.S. dollar con¬ 
tinued its advance against 
other major currencies. The 
euro declined 1.3 percent 
to $1.0486. The U.S. dollar 
index, which measures the 


dollar against a group of 
other currencies, increased 
0.8 percent Friday and is 
up 6.4 percent over the 
past month. The dollar’s 
advance can be tied to 


The company backed by 
media mogul Barry Diller 
allowed people to watch 
and record broadcast TV 
online for $8 a month on 
tablets, phones and other 
gadgets. Unlike Hulu and 
other online video services, 
Aereo offered live stream¬ 
ing of broadcast channels. 
The Supreme Court ruled 
in the summer of 2014 that 
Aereo had been operat¬ 
ing like a cable TV com¬ 
pany, meaning that unless 


two factors, strategists say. 
The U.S. economy is get¬ 
ting better, as seen by the 
strong jobs report last week, 
and the Federal Reserve is 
poised to raise interest rates 
sooner rather than later. In 
comparison, the European 
Central Bank is trying to 
drive down interest rates by 
buying government bonds, 
a tactic the Fed used until 
last fall. The ECB’s program 
has been driving down the 
value of the euro. A higher 
dollar makes U.S. exports 
more expensive abroad. 
General Electric, Caterpil¬ 


lar and Deere fell more 
than the rest of the market. 
U.S. Steel, whose products 
competes with cheap for¬ 
eign imports, fell nearly 4 
percent after the company 


it paid broadcasters licens¬ 
ing fees, it was in violation 
of copyright law. Aereo 
suspended its operations 
three days later. TiVo Inc. 
President and CEO Tom 
Rogers said in a statement 
Friday that the San Jose, 
California-based company 
will acquire Aereo’s trade¬ 
marks and customer lists. 
He said that it will help Tivo 
serve consumers that “want 
access to both broadcast 
television and over the top 


announced it would idle of 
its operations and lay off 
workers. U.S. Steel lost 83 
cents to $21.80. 

“A rise in the dollar over a 
long period of time is fine, 
but this very rapid appre¬ 
ciation can directly impact 
companies’ profits,” Santos 
said. Stocks that pay higher 
dividends, such as utilities, 
also had big losses. The 
Dow Jones utility index fell 1 
percent. That index is down 
7.4 percent so far this year. 
A growing number of in¬ 
vestors believe the Federal 
Reserve will raise its bench¬ 


mark interest rate as early 
as June. Higher rates are 
typically bad for high-divi- 
dend stocks because it di¬ 
minishes their appeal to in¬ 
vestors seeking income. Q 


content.” Tivo’s products in¬ 
clude equipment to record 
TV shows for later viewing. 
TiVo said that the U.S. Bank¬ 
ruptcy Court in Manhattan 
approved the transaction 
earlier this week as the last 
step in the sales process of 
Aereo's patents, hardware 
and other assets. Shares 
of Tivo slipped 2 cents to 
$10.77 in morning trading. 
Its shares are down more 
than 15 percent over the 
past year.Q 



U.S. wholesale 
prices dip fourth 
month in a row 

MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Wholesale prices fell for 
a fourth straight month in 
February as a decline in 
food prices offset an in¬ 
crease in gasoline prices. 
The Labor Department said 
Friday its producer price in¬ 
dex, which measures infla¬ 
tion pressures before they 
reach consumers, dropped 
0.5 percent in February. 
The figure follows a 0.8 per¬ 
cent fall in January, which 
had been a record decline 
in a government series that 
goes back to 2009. 

Core producer prices, 
which exclude volatile 
food and energy costs, 
also fell 0.5 percent during 
the month. 

Over the past 12 months, 
producer prices have shed 
0.6 percent while core pric¬ 
es have climbed a modest 
1 percent. 

Since last year inflation 
since has moved even 
farther below the Federal 
Reserve's goal of seeing 
prices rise about 2 percent 
annually. 

Food costs were down 1.6 
percent in February. 

Energy costs overall were 
flat as declines in natural 
gas and electric power 
combined with a gain in 
gasoline, which rose 1.5 
percent. 

Gasoline prices had been 
falling since the middle of 
last year and hit a six-year 
low in January of $2.03 a 
gallon, according to AAA. 
But since gas prices have 
risen since then, with the 
nationwide average for 
a gallon of regular now 
at $2.45, up from $2.23 a 
month. 

Paul Ashworth, chief U.S. 
economist at Capital Eco¬ 
nomics, said that about 
one-third of the drop in 
overall prices in February 
stemmed from a decline 
in profit margins at service 
stations. Those margins had 
risen for a time last year as 
gas stations took advan¬ 
tage of falling fuel costs to 
boost profits. But in Febru¬ 
ary, the margins returned 
to more normal levels as 
gas prices rose..Q 


TiVo gets approval to buy some Aereo assets 



Traders gather at a post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Friday, March 13, 2015. U.S. 
stocks closed lower a day after the market notched its best performance in five weeks. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
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Ackman claims he hasn’t been subpoenaed over Herbalife 


NEW YORK (AP) — Activist 
investor Bill Ackman said 
Friday that he has not re¬ 
ceived any subpoenas to 
testify about possible mar¬ 
ket manipulation of Herbal¬ 
ife stock. 

Ackman, who made the 
comments during a tele¬ 
phone interview on CNBC, 
runs Pershing Square Capi¬ 
tal Management LP. He 
has bet heavily against 
Herbalife's stock, describ¬ 
ing it as a pyramid scheme. 


a characterization that 
the seller of supplements 
and weight-loss products 
rejects. The investor’s com¬ 
ments come after The Wall 
Street Journal reported that 
federal prosecutors and 
the Federal Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation are looking into 
potential manipulation of 
Herbalife’s stock and have 
talked to people hired by 
Ackman. 

Ackman said that he is 
aware that a firm Pershing 


has hired. Global Strategy 
Group, has received sub¬ 
poenas and some individu¬ 
als there have been inter¬ 
viewed. But he said he has 
not been subpoenaed. 
Ackman maintained his 
view that Herbalife Ltd. is a 
pyramid scheme — making 
money by recruiting more 
salespeople instead of 
through selling products — 
and stood by the research 
his firm has conducted. 

“We don't need to make 


false statements about 
Herbalife,” he said. 

Ackman sent a letter to in¬ 
vestors Friday that said he, 
nor Pershing Square, “in¬ 
tentionally made any false 
or misleading statements 
about Herbalife.” 

“We have publicly issued 
numerous presentations, 
white papers and analy¬ 
ses," he said. 

Late Thursday Herbalife re¬ 
leased a statement saying 
that Ackman has “a direct 


financial interest in hurting 
our company.” The com¬ 
pany said that it’s confident 
in the strong fundamentals 
of its business model. 
Herbalife did not immedi¬ 
ately respond to a request 
for comment on Friday 
on Ackman’s latest com¬ 
ments. The company's 
shares rose $4.48, or 13.8 
percent, to $37.73 in mid¬ 
day trading. Its shares are 
down about 34 percent 
over the past year. Q 


Alibaba’s $200M Snapchat deal said to put valuation at $15B 


company on the rise. It is tentially, the early chance 
another in a spree of invest- to spot - and invest in - the 
ments in Western startups next hot startup, 
for Alibaba; last year, the For Snapchat, working 
company poured tens of with Alibaba could give 



People walk past a company logo at the Alibaba Group head¬ 
quarters in Hangzhou, in eastern China's Zhejiang province. 

(AP Photo) 


MIKE ISAAC 
M. MERCED 

© 2015 New York Times 

Alibaba, the Chinese e- 
commerce giant, has in¬ 
vested $200 million in Snap¬ 
chat, according to two 
people with knowledge of 
the deal’s terms. 

Alibaba’s investment val¬ 
ues Snapchat, a 3 1 /2-year- 
old messaging startup, at 
$15 billion, according to 
one of these people, who 
spoke on the condition 
of anonymity. It is a giant 
sum for Snapchat, a smart¬ 
phone app that lets users 
send disappearing photos, 
videos and text messages 
to one another, and plac¬ 
es the young company 
squarely among the most 
richly valued private tech 
companies in Silicon Valley. 
Many young Internet start¬ 
ups, some of which have 
produced little to no reve¬ 
nue, are raising hundreds of 
millions of dollars at soaring 
valuations. Nextdoor, a so¬ 
cial networking company. 


recently raised $110 million 
at a $1.1 billion valuation, 
though the company does 
not make any money. 
Snapchat may have even 
grander ideas about its 
own worth. The company 
has recently fielded invest¬ 
ment offers that could val¬ 
ue the company at $19 bil¬ 
lion, according to a person 
with knowledge of the dis¬ 
cussions. That valuation is 
nearly double the amount 
that it sought less than one 
year ago. Alibaba’s $200 
million investment, which 
was first reported by Bloom¬ 
berg, was not part of these 
recent talks, according to a 
person with knowledge of 
the deal. But the two com¬ 
panies have long sought 
to work together in some 
capacity, having spoken in 
the past about a potential 
investment. The investment 
gives Alibaba, whose e- 
commerce business domi¬ 
nates the Chinese con¬ 
sumer Internet, a chance 
to tap into a hot Western 


millions of dollars into Tan¬ 
go, a messaging app, and 
invested more than $100 
million in Kabam, a popular 
mobile game studio. The 
investments, insiders say, 
give Alibaba new inroads 
into Silicon Valley and, po- 


the young company valu¬ 
able insight into China, a 
valuable market teeming 
with more than 1.3 billion 
potential customers. Snap¬ 
chat gained some early 
notoriety as a place where 
young users can send nude 


photos to one another, 
though its founders, Evan 
Spiegel and Bobby Mur¬ 
phy, have maintained this 
is not the intended pur¬ 
pose of the app. Recently, 
Snapchat has made many 
internal changes that have 
positioned it as a platform 
for watching rich media 
content. In January, Snap¬ 
chat introduced a product 
called Discover, a section 
of the app where users 
can watch daily original 
content provided by com¬ 
panies like CNN, Vice, Na¬ 
tional Geographic and a 
handful of others. 

It is also Snapchat’s stron¬ 
gest attempt to make mon¬ 
ey from its service. Some 
of the content inside the 
Discover section includes 
advertising, the revenue 
from which is split between 
Snapchat and the media 
publisher, according to 
people with knowledge of 
the deal. Representatives 
of Alibaba and Snapchat 
declined to comment. □ 


Valeant said to be raising its bid for Salix pharmaceuticals 


DAVID GELLES 
© 2015 New York Times 

Valeant Pharmaceuticals 
plans to team with Pershing 
Square Capital Manage¬ 
ment and other top share¬ 
holders, including Value- 
Act Capital, to raise its bid 
for Salix Pharmaceuticals 
this weekend, according to 
people briefed on the mat¬ 
ter. 

The raised offer will be 
above $160 a share and 
consist entirely of cash, 
these people said. The ex¬ 
act price of Valeant's new 
offer was not yet known 


Friday. Valeant hopes that 
the increased offer will be 
enough to end a bidding 
war that has erupted over 
Salix, a maker of gastroin¬ 
testinal drugs. 

Valeant agreed to buy Sa¬ 
lix for $158 a share in cash, 
or about $10 billion, last 
month. But earlier this week, 
the drug giant Endo Inter¬ 
national offered $11.2 bil¬ 
lion, or $175 a share, mostly 
in stock, for Salix. 

The Salix board is meeting 
Saturday to consider the 
rival offers, these people 
said. 


While the Endo bid is high¬ 
er, it also introduces several 
uncertainties to the sale 
process for Salix. Among 
the top concerns for ana¬ 
lysts are the need for share¬ 
holder votes, a large stock 
component and the results 
of a pending treatment 
approval by the Food and 
Drug Administration. 
Nonetheless, the Endo of¬ 
fer sent Salix shares trading 
substantially higher, mak¬ 
ing it difficult for Valeant to 
stand by its lower bid. De¬ 
tails of Valeant's new bid 
were still coming together 


Friday. To finance the in¬ 
creased offer, Valeant is 
turning to top shareholders, 
including Pershing Square, 
the hedge fund run by 
William A. Ackman. Persh¬ 
ing Square and Valeant 
worked closely together 
for much of past year in an 
attempt to acquire Aller¬ 
gan, then maker of Botox. 
But Allergan was eventu¬ 
ally acquired by Actavis, 
earning an enormous profit 
for Ackman but leaving 
Valeant with little to show 
for its efforts. This month, 
it emerged that Pershing 


Square had taken a nearly 
5 percent stake in Valeant 
but pledged to remain a 
passive investor. 

Acquiring Salix would be 
a much-needed victory 
for Valeant. Speaking on 
CNBC on Friday, Ackman 
expressed confidence in 
Valeant and its chief exec¬ 
utive, J. Michael Pearson. 

“I know Mike Pearson very 
well,” Ackman said. “I 
worked with him for a year. 
He’s the most disciplined 
buyer of companies. He's 
not going to overpay for 
Salix.” □ 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 3/14 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Capitol roof 
feature, often 

5 Club rule 

10 Mop the floor 

14 Tip at the top 

15 Zodiac sign 

16 5,280 feet 

17 Treetop home 

18 Shaken up 

19 Some of Keats’ 
poems 

20 Junior naval 
officers 

22 Overlook 

24 “...And lead us 

_into 

temptation...” 

25 Challenged 

26 Royal decree 

29 “_So Fine”; 
1960s song 

30 Least popular 
chicken pieces 

34 After-dinner 
candy 

35 Helium or neon 

36 Antenna 

37 Flying mammal 

38 Day trips 

40 Transcript abbr. 

41 Get-up-and-go 

43 Steal from 

44 Touches lightly 

45 Less common 

46 Chess pieces 

47 Alaska’s Palin 

48 Stinky 

50 Unruly crowd 

51 Husbands and 
wives 

54 Cure-all 

58 _ over; scoot 

59 Thespian 

61 Swat 

62 October’s 
birthstone 

63 Remedies 

64 Concern 

65 Becomes firm 

66 Actor Ledger 

67 Possesses 

DOWN 

1 Great _; very 
tall dog 

2 _ up; divulge 
one’s feelings 


3 Soldier’s meal 

4 Like dodoes 
and dinosaurs 

5 Not tactful 

6 Sharp barks 

7 Pounds: abbr. 

8 Stadiums 

9 _down; dilute 

10 Burn with no 
flame 

11 Extensive 

12 Actor Baldwin 

13 Finest 
21 Acquired 

23 Autry & Wilder 

25 Wanted 

26 Glowing coal 
fragment 

27 Singer _ Ross 

28 Bury 

29 Head topper 

31 Cuban export 

32 Phi Beta _ 

33 Reduce 
drastically 

35 Fellow 

36 Monogram for 
inventor Bell 

38 Monsters 


39 Prefix for profit 
or partisan 

42 Fills the tank 
again 

44 Hot sauce 

46 Theater actor’s 
blunder 

47 Beaver, to June 

49 Instruct 


50 Wetland 

51 Air pollution 

52 Church leader 

53 Egg’s shape 

54 Verse writer 

55 Talon 

56 Make a salary 

57 Primates 

60 Refrain syllable 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































‘Perfectly healthy’ Putin 
nowhere to be seen 


NEIL MacFARQUHAR 
© 2015 New York Times 
MOSCOW - Where’s Putin? 

It was the question pre¬ 
occupying Moscow and 
much of Russia on Friday, 
as speculation mounted 
about why President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin had not been 
seen in public since last 
week. 

He canceled a trip to Ka¬ 
zakhstan; postponed a 
treaty signing with repre¬ 
sentatives from South Os¬ 
setia who were reportedly 
told not to bother to come 
to Moscow; and, unusually, 
was absent from a meet¬ 
ing of top officials from the 
FSB, Russia’s domestic intel¬ 
ligence service. 

The last confirmed public 
sighting was at a meeting 
with Prime Minister Matteo 
Renzi of Italy on March 5 - 
although the Kremlin would 
have citizens think other¬ 
wise. 

On Friday, the Kremlin re¬ 
leased video and posted a 
still picture of Putin meeting 


with the president of Rus¬ 
sia’s Supreme Court, but 
since the video was not 
live, questions lingered. 

The simplest explanation 
appeared to come from 
an unidentified govern¬ 
ment source in Kazakhstan, 
who told Reuters “it looks 
like he has fallen ill." 

But there also appeared 
to be a certain reluctance 
to concede that Russia’s 
leader, who cultivates a 
macho image of being 
in good health at age 62, 
might have been felled like 
a mere mortal. 

Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry 
S. Peskov, told any news 
media outlet that called 
(and most did) that his 
boss was in fine fettle, hold¬ 
ing meetings and attend¬ 
ing to his duties. “Perfectly 
healthy,” Peskov told one 
news agency. “Fine,” he 
told another. 

Putin’s predecessor, Boris 
N. Yeltsin, used to disap¬ 
pear frequently as well. □ 


FOR SALE or RENT 
Nice townhouse in Shaba 

only minutes to Palm Beach 
area. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
large living room, very nice 
kitchen granite countertop. 
Facilities: pool, BBQ and 
parking space. 

Asking price: $250,000 
Call: 733-6681 /745-3510 
E-mail: 

marita.landa@gmail.com 

211648 


FOR SALE; 

Great Deal!! 
Caribbean Palm Village 

Floating week (1-52) 

2 Bdr / 2 Bath (Even Years) 
US$2,500.00 
Call 737-3000 

ken@buvarubatimeshares.com 

www.buyarubatimeshares.com 

211645 



CLASSIFIED!^ 
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Classifieds 


ANTIQUES & 
CURIOSITIES 

ROCOCO PLAZA 

Tanki LccntT&rt road 4 J 

EASTER SALE 

Open Daily Mon-Frid 
9’1 afternoon 3-5 Sat9-1 
antiq ues a ru ba.com 
Inf. Call 741-5640 



GOLD Season 

Ocean side $9900 
Ocean view $8900 
Ocean front $14500 
3BEDRM OV $17k 

PLATINUM Season 

Ocean view $16k 
Ocean side $17500 
Ocean front $28900 
3 BEDRM OV $27k 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 OV 
$46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV $49k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 

2B Ocean view $9k 
2B Ocean front $14900 
IB Ocean front $10900 

PLATINUM Season 

2B ocean view $18500 
2B Ocean front $29k 
IB Ocean view $11500 
**Destination points 
available between $7 and 
$8 per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. Contact 
us to BUY, SELL or RENT 
any timeshare property. 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-286-62931x1111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 


Week room price 


1+2 

517 

$ 19,000 

10 

137 

$ 9,000 

14 

348 

$11,500 

8 

561 

$ 9,000 

13 

501 

$ 9,000 

14 

349 

$1 1,000 

9 

135 

$ 9,000 

7/8 

304 

$9,000 each 


Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 


211617 

FOR SALE 
Divi Links wk 12 

Unit 2110 1-BD ground floor at 
pool, birdie bldg. US$ 17,000 
32 wk left in contract owner on 
Island till 3-28-15 

MGHLDH1953@gmail.com 

211606 

CASA DEL MAR WEEKS 7&8 
#1403 $49,000 

Great location (overlooks 
ocean) great space (sleeps 6) 
same unit both weeks (no 
moving and very last 2 weeks of 
Feb desirable time) 

Mrs. Brenner 
jazb1@aol.com 

211685 

TIME SHARE FOR SALE 
by owner at Divi Golf wk 8&9 

Both studio units more than 32 
wks $20,000 for both call after 

march 8 call US 419-269-9040 

211611 


FOR SALE 
La Cabana wk 11&12 

1 Bedr Dlx, 2 bath 

2 Balconies (D Unit) 
Tremendous Price 
$5,500.00 (per wk) 

Call 737-3000 

ken@buvarubatimeshares.com 

www.buyarubatimeshares.com 

211645 

FOR SALE; 

Motivated Seller 
Divi Village wk 9 

1 Bedr $13,000.00 (offers Acp) 
Grd FI. Eagle Unit, lake & Golf 
C. view 
Call 737-3000 

ken@buvarubatimeshares.com 

www.buyarubatimeshares.com 

211645 

FOR RENT-FOR RENT 
La Cabana 1 Bdr/2Bth 

(March 13-March 20) 

March 20-March 27) 

Deluxe One Bdr (D-Unit) 
US$850.00 

ken@rentarubatimeshares.com 

www.rentarubatimeshares.com 

211645 


DOCTOR 
« ON DUTY 

* i Oranjestad 

Maart 14 Dr. Mungra 
Maart 15 Dr. Algera 



EMERGENCIA 

911 


POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Noord Tel: 586-4606 
San Nicolas: Aloe Tel: 584-4606 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 



March 13 

Coral Princess 

Journey 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FAD'A) Teh 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh_5_82-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
_Teh_5_83-38_08 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 



















































































Study: Conservatives say they’re happy, but liberals show it 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
servatives say they are 
happier, but liberals show 
more cheer in smiles, word 
choice and even emoti¬ 
con use, claims a new U.S. 
scientific study. 

Other researchers found 
fault with the study, which 
looked at how Demo¬ 
crats and Republicans dif¬ 
fer in positive language 
in speeches entered into 
the Congressional Record, 
photos in the congressio¬ 
nal directory, tweets by fol¬ 
lowers of the two different 
political parties, Linkedln 
photos associated with ad¬ 
vocacy groups, and an¬ 
swers to psychological sat- 
isfaction-with-life surveys. 
The scientists found Demo¬ 
crats in Congress and liber¬ 
als in general used a statis¬ 
tically significant amount 
of more positive language 
and smiled more with their 
eyes in photographs, while 
conservatives self-reported 
more satisfaction with life, 
according to a study pub¬ 
lished in the peer-reviewed 
journal Science. 

“We're not saying liberals 
are happier, they behave 
happier,” said study co-au¬ 
thor Peter Ditto, a professor 
of psychology af the Uni¬ 
versity of California Irvine. 
“But conservatives report 
being happier.” 

Other studies have report¬ 
ed that conservatives tend 
to score higher on tests 
that rate how satisfied wifh 
life they are, but University 


of California Irvine gradu¬ 
ate student Sean Wojcik, 
the study’s lead author, 
decided to look deeper. 


He looked at other indica¬ 
tors of happiness: words 
and facial expressions. 

The researchers examined 
18 years and 432 million 
words of speeches in the 
Congressional Record, 
concentrating on 2013. 
Democrats used 13.6 posi¬ 
tive words for every neg¬ 
ative and Republicans 
used 11.5 positive words 
per negative. That higher 
rate for liberals was ap¬ 


parent regardless of who 
controlled Congress or the 
White House, Ditto said. 

For a laughing Rep. Gerry 


Connolly, Democrat, this 
rings true: “A lot of what 
seems to fuel Republican 
energy is anger-based. 
They’re angry about Iran. 
They’re angry about 
Obama. ... And you hear 
that on the floor constant¬ 
ly.” 

That’s not the feeling at 
the office of Rep. Dana 
Rohrabacher, a Republi¬ 
can, where a sign above 
fhe congressman’s door 


reads “Fighting for Free¬ 
dom and Having Fun.” His 
spokesman Ken Grubbs 
said, “A day at the office 


here ... is never without lots 
of laughs.” 

Political scientist Jack Pit¬ 
ney said the Wojcik study 
was so off kilter that it 
seemed to be a parody, 
adding “I don’t think too 
many people will take this 
seriously.” A professor at 
Claremont McKenna Col¬ 
lege, he had many ques¬ 
tions about the way the 
study was conducted and 
said conservatives in gen¬ 


eral want less government 
so this would be reflected 
in the language they use 
when talking about gov¬ 
ernment. 

One study team mem¬ 
ber, who initially wasn't 
told what the project was 
about, examined congres¬ 
sional portraits to rate their 
facial emotions, an ac¬ 
cepted technique in psy¬ 
chology. Democrats and 
Republicans had similar 
smiles around the mouth, 
but the more telling fea¬ 
tures for happiness are 
the muscles around the 
eyes and there Democrats 
looked cheerier, Wojcik 
said. He also found more 
positive language — and 
emoticon use — in tweets 
from people who followed 
only Democratic Twitter 
accounts versus only Re¬ 
publican account follow¬ 
ers. 

Several outside psycholo¬ 
gy experts told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that while it was 
interesting, they didn’t find 
the study convincing. They 
faulted some techniques, 
did not see a significant dif¬ 
ference between the two 
ideologies’ scores and they 
criticized the researchers 
for mixing long-term hap¬ 
piness in self-reporting with 
momentary good moods 
in pictures and language. 
“The observed differences 
are quite small," said Rob¬ 
ert Emmons of the Univer¬ 
sity of California at Davis. 
“Happiness is the norm 
for both” Democrats and 
Republicans.^ 



In this March 25, 2014 file photo. Rep. Gerald E. Connolly, D-Va., disagrees with his colleague 
on the other side Rep. Dana Rohrabacher, R-Calif., who spoke against H.R. 4278, the Ukraine 
Support Act, during the House Foreign Affairs Committee markup of the bill on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. Associated Press 


















































PEOPLE & ARTS I * 29 


SATURDAY 14 MARCH 2015 


‘Fashion Police’ without Joan Rivers isn’t ‘Fashion Police’ 



This April 30, 2012 file photo shows comedian and TV host 
Joan Rivers from the show “Fashion Police” and her producer 
daughter Melissa Rivers at an E! Network upfront event in New 
York. Associated Press 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television 

NEW YORK (AP) — “Fashion 
Police” isn’t working, isn’t 
funny and isn’t condoned 
(at least, by some) for one 
simple reason: Joan Rivers 
isn’t there. 

Rivers was the host in 
whose time-honored im¬ 
age “Fashion Police” was 
forged. Until her death at 
age 81 last summer, she 
made it required viewing 
for anyone looking to keep 
up with celebrities' kooky 
couture while the accom¬ 
panying potshots took 
those stars down a peg. 

As host. Rivers was resolute¬ 
ly who she was throughout 
her long career: fearless, 
unapologetic and hilari¬ 
ous. She dished it out — 
and she took it. And her 
panel of “Joan Rangers” 
followed her lead. 

With her death came the 
inevitable question: Could 
“Fashion Police” continue 
in her absence? 

In January, E! Entertain¬ 
ment brought it back as a 
series of specials with Kathy 
Griffin as the new host, 
joined by the returning Kel¬ 
ly Osbourne and Giuliana 
Rancic, with Brad Goreski 
replacing George Kotsio- 
poulos, and Melissa Rivers, 
Joan’s daughter, remain¬ 
ing its executive producer. 
On Thursday, Griffin took 
to Twitter to announce she 
was gone. 

She had stayed for just sev¬ 


en episodes. 

That was two weeks after 
Osbourne made her own 
brisk exit following Rancic’s 
red-carpet gibe about 
biracial singer-actress Ze- 
ndaya’s dreadlocks. Ran¬ 
cic had joked that they 
suggested the smell of mar¬ 
ijuana. Zendaya accused 
her of racism. Rancic duly 
apologized. But Osbourne 
piled on with criticism of 
her own, fhen cut and ran. 
On Friday, she was tweet¬ 
ing congratulations to Grif¬ 
fin for likewise bailing ouf: “I 
could not be more proud 
of you.” 

Other celebs chimed in. 
“Proud of u!!i” tweeted 
Rosie O'Donnell. “Cheers 
for doing what you think 
is right," echoed “Parks 
and Recreation" actress 
Aubrey Plaza. Jane Lynch 
hailed her as “my brave 
and courageous friend.” 
And columnist Meghan 
McCain tweeted that she 
was “super impressed with 
the reasoning Kathy Griffin 
gave for leaving fashion 
police." 

What was that reasoning? 
In her statement, Griffin 
said, in part, “I do not want 
to use my comedy to con¬ 
tribute to a culture of un¬ 
attainable perfectionism 
and intolerance towards 
difference,” adding that 
her goal is “to help wom¬ 
en, gay kids, people of col¬ 
or and anyone who feels 
underrepresented to have 


a voice and a LAUGH!" 
“My style does not fit with 
the creative direction of 
the show,” she concluded. 
Maybe not. But this sweep¬ 
ing reappraisal was like ex¬ 
plaining that you ditched 
your bartending job be¬ 
cause you suddenly real¬ 
ized they make you sell al¬ 
cohol. 

Or, to quote Piers Morgan's 
tweet: “Kathy Griffin’s quit 
‘Fashion Police’ because 
she doesn't like their mean 
humour? Ironically, one of 
the few times she’s ever 
made me laugh.” 

Indeed, her parting mani¬ 
festo would suggest she 
had never seen “Fashion 
Police" in its glory days, 
when it was hosted by Riv¬ 
ers, her friend and mentor. 
On one show. Rivers skew¬ 
ered a baggy, dizzyingly 
hued Alexander McQueen 
jumpsuit worn by actress 
Marion Cotillard by saying, 
“The pattern looks like Pre¬ 
cious sat on somebody’s 
butterfly collection.” 

Or, as another relatively 
mild example, a dress worn 
by Jessica Alba sparked 
this salvo: “Last thing I saw 
that was that full and yel¬ 
low was one of Hugh Hef¬ 
ner's diapers.” 

No doubt, Griffin has made 
a sensible departure from 
“Fashion Police,” a gig this 
otherwise accomplished 
comedian clearly wasn’t 
suited for. But her decision 
to leave has been inexpli¬ 


cably greeted with thun¬ 
dering applause (“Thanks 
for being WHO YOU ARE," 
saluted Kristin Chenoweth 
on Twitter). 

Since when does making 
a practical career move, 
especially when you’re 
bombing, warrant can¬ 
onization? Griffin, like Os¬ 


bourne, has merely chosen 
to abandon a sinking ship 
(a ship, despite their best 
efforts, they helped run 
aground). There’s no high¬ 
er moral purpose behind 
their retreat. 

(Griffin and Melissa Rivers 
declined to comment for 
this article. )□ 


Juliette Lewis says TV role 
is ‘strange and challenging’ 



In this Jan. 14, 2015 file photo, actress Juliette Lewis arrives 
at the Disney/ABC Television Group 2015 Winter TCA Party in 
Pasadena, Calif. Associated Press 


ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — With so 
many movie stars flocking 
to the small screen, Juliette 
Lewis, who has a long list 


of film credits including 
“Cape Fear” and “From 
Dusk Till Dawn,” says she 
resisted taking a TV role for 
a long time. 

“It was a very grown-up 


decision for me to take a 
series,” said Lewis, 41, in a 
recent interview, who con¬ 
fessed to having a “fear of 
playing one character for 
potentially years.” 

What made it OK to sign 
on to ABC’s “Secrets and 
Lies” (airing Sundays at 9 
p.m. Eastern) was the chal¬ 
lenge of playing a homi¬ 
cide detective. 

“She’s never comfortable 
for me to play. It’s so differ¬ 
ent from myself and that’s 
what makes it exciting and 
strange and challenging,” 
she said. 

Lewis’ character, police 
Detective Andrea Cor¬ 


nell, is investigating the 
death of a young boy. She 
believes Ben Crawford, 
played by Ryan Phillippe, 
may be the killer. 

“I relate to her obsessive 
nature because to be a 
homicide detective you 
have to be slightly obses¬ 
sive. You’re sleeping, eat¬ 
ing, dreaming the case 
until it’s solved. ... They 
can’t afford to be emo¬ 
tionally involved yet their 
whole pulse is about this 
case. I understand that 
as a creative personal¬ 
ity, especially when you’re 
younger, your whole drive 
to do anything artistically 


is all against the odds. 
You have to sort of be a 
bit obsessive about that 
and relentless. I also un¬ 
derstand (the meaning of) 
a work ethic from a very 
young age,” she said with 
a laugh. 

“Being in show business, 
you can’t have a sick day. 
... If you take a sick day 
you are costing so many 
people money.” 

The murder on this season 
of "Secrets and Lies” will 
be solved. Lewis said if the 
show is picked up for a 
second season, her char¬ 
acter will work on a differ¬ 
ent case. qQ 
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‘Better Call Saul’ plays game of Easter eggs with audience 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Every 
week, the hunt is on. 

When each “Better Call 
Saul” episode hits the air 
(Mondays at 10 p.m. EDT on 
AMC), a certain segment 
of its audience answers the 
call, not just savoring each 
hour of duplicity by law¬ 
yer Jimmy McGill, but also 
scouring the screen for co¬ 
vert clues. 

This pursuit of so-called 
Easter eggs isn’t unique 
to “Saul," or even to TV. 
Throughout his long career 
as a movie director, Alfred 
Hitchcock in effect cast 
himself as an Easter egg, 
popping up in each of his 
films in a blink-and-you’d- 
miss-it cameo appear¬ 
ance. 

But since premiering 
last month, “Saul” has 
emerged not only as TV’s 
most beguiling tragicome¬ 
dy, but also a favorite hunt¬ 
ing ground for high-alert 
Easter eggheads. 

Many of its buried clues link 
“Saul” to “Breaking Bad,” 
the 2008-13 AMC series 
that introduced Jimmy Mc¬ 
Gill in a time frame six years 
after the starting point for 
“Saul." For instance, in 



In this image released by AMC, Bob Odenkirk portrays lawyer Jimmy McGill, before taking on 
the pseudonym Saul Goodman, in a scene from “Better Call Saul.” Associated Press 


the “Saul” premiere, Jim¬ 
my’s car was revealed to 
be a 1998 Suzuki Esteem 
rattletrap parked in the 
Albuquerque courthouse 
alongside a Cadillac DeV- 
ille — a deliberate refer¬ 
ence to the make of car 
he will drive years later on 
“Breaking Bad” in his alter 
ego as flush attorney Saul 
Goodman. 

On another “Saul" occa¬ 
sion, a fleeting close-up of 
a letter to Jimmy displayed 
a home address on Juan 


Tabo Boulevard, which 
quick-witted viewers re¬ 
called as, years later, the 
residential street of nerdy 
chemist Gale Boetticher, 
lab assistant to Walter 
White (“Breaking Bad” star 
Bryan Cranston) in produc¬ 
ing his top-notch crystal 
meth. 

Detecting such needles in 
the “Saul” haystack calls 
for sharp eyes, a good 
memory and much replay¬ 
ing and still-framing with 
your DVR. 


3 Dog Night keyboardist 
Jimmy Greenspoon dies 


DERRIK J. LANG 
AP Entertainment Writer 

Jimmy Greenspoon, the 
keyboardist for rock band 
Three Dog Night, has died. 
He was 67. 

Greenspoon’s agent, 
Chris Burke, said he died 
Wednesday of cancer 
at his home in North Po¬ 
tomac, Maryland, sur¬ 
rounded by his family. 

The keyboardist joined 
the rock band in 1968 and 
had been working with 
them until last October, 
when he took a medical 
leave of absence fo pur¬ 
sue treatment for meta¬ 
static melanoma. 

“He was like a brother to 
me,” Three Dog Night co¬ 
founder and vocalist Dan¬ 
ny Hutton said in a state¬ 
ment. “I knew him since 
he was just a teenager, 
and he was my oldest 


friend in fhe band. Also, 
Jimmy was a critical part 
of our early history, bring¬ 
ing a sound to the band 
that helped develop our 
style; he left an indelible 
mark." 

The group is best known 
for its 1960s and 1970s 
hits “Joy to the World," 
“’Mama Told Me (Not to 
Come)" and “Black and 
White.” Throughout his 
career, Greenspoon also 
performed with artists like 
Eric Clapton, Jimi Hendrix 
and the Beach Boys. 

“I will be forever shattered 
by his death," band co¬ 
founder and vocalist Cory 
Wells said. “Jimmy cared 
so much about excel¬ 
lence in the music and al¬ 
ways made sure we had 
what we needed on stage 
and in the recording stu¬ 
dio. I was amazed by his 



This June 2014 photo 
provided by Three Dog Night 
shows keyboard player, 
Jimmy Greenspoon, an 
original member of the rock 
band. Three Dog Night. 

Associated Press 

photographic memory, 
his love for music.” 
Greenspoon is survived by 
his wife, Susie, daughter, 
Heather Miller, and two 
granddaughters.□ 


Or you can just Google the 
words “Saul” and “egg” to 
benefit from numerous fan 
sifes and fhe lisfs of Easfer 
eggs you’ll find compiled 
there. Be prepared to be 
humbled by the clues you 
missed buried deep in 
plain sight. 

“Better Call Saul” is ide¬ 
ally suited for embedding 
these clues. Like “Breaking 
Bad,” which spawned it, 
“Saul” is fearless in ifs re¬ 
fusal to tell a simple tale 
in straightforward, linear 
style. Hopscotch storytell¬ 
ing is the rule, with out- 
of-nowhere information 
deposited that might not 
be explained for weeks to 
come. 

In short, the series rejects 
the notion that its audi¬ 
ence “needs every piece 
of information planted very 
firmly, and that, if some¬ 
thing isn’t said out loud, 
the audience won’t get 
it,” says co-producer and 
-creator Peter Gould, who 
oversees the show in tan¬ 
dem with former “Breaking 
Bad” mastermind Vince 
Gilligan. 

“We're making the show 
for an audience that’s 
paying attention," says 
Gould, and if it seems like 
they have fun keeping the 
audience on its toes, well, 
they sure do, he declares. 
Item: “When Vince was 
selecting the key fob that 
Jimmy uses for his Esteem, 
we thought it would be fun 
to use one similar to the 
one Walter White used to 
trigger his machine-gun 


ambush at the end of 
‘Breaking Bad.'" 

Bravo to the viewers who 
noticed! 

And what about the so- 
called Billboard Guy, who 
conspired with Jimmy in 
a heroism ruse in Episode 
4 — and who eagle-eyed 
viewers recognized from 
two weeks earlier. 

“We wanted to plant an 
explanation for how Jimmy 
met the guy he would use 
later in his scammy bill¬ 
board rescue," says Gould. 
“Very, very close observers 
of episode number 2 saw 
him as one of the clients 
Jimmy was appointed to 
represent." 

The character was played 
by actor-stuntman Eddie 
Fernandez, who, before his 
big scene in Episode 4, had 
to be specially flown from 
Los Angeles to Albuquer¬ 
que for that three-second 
shot of him emerging from 
a courtroom with Jimmy in 
Episode 2. 

“I’m so pleased that peo¬ 
ple noticed,” says Gould, 
“because we did go to 
some trouble to plant him 
in that episode.” 

An Easter egg like that 
demands a lot of plan¬ 
ning and logistics. But oth¬ 
ers can happen on the 
fly, sometimes proving as 
much a surprise to Gould 
and Gilligan as to the view¬ 
ers who catch them. 

Item: When Jimmy placed 
a call on a sidewalk pay 
phone in Episode 3, a 
squiggly graffiti tag on its 
face plafe said “JPi” — the 
likely signature of Jesse 
Pinkman, who (played by 
Aaron Paul) Walter teamed 
with throughout “Break¬ 
ing Bad” on their chemi¬ 
cal adventures and, during 
the time span of prequel 
“Saul," would have been 
an up-to-no-good teen. 
“That wasn't in the script," 
Gould confides with a 
laugh. “Sometimes folks in 
the art department or on 
the set add a little some¬ 
thing.” 

The goal is to make the se¬ 
ries’ warped universe “as 
consistent and as real to 
us, and to the audience, as 
we possibly can,” he says. 
With a bonus payoff for 
those who really pay 
attention. □ 
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The Cost of Relativism 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2015 New York Times 


One of America’s leading po¬ 
litical scientists, Robert Putnam, 
has just come out with a book 
called “Our Kids” about the 
growing chasm between those 
who live in college-educated 
America and those who live in 
high-school-educated Ameri¬ 
ca. It’s got a definitive collec¬ 
tion of data about this divide. 
Roughly 10 percent of the chil¬ 
dren born to college grads 
grow up in single-parent house¬ 
holds. Nearly 70 percent of chil¬ 
dren born to high school grads 
do. There are a bunch of charts 
that look like open scissors. In 
the 1960s or 1970s, college- 
educated and noncollege- 
educated families behaved 
roughly the same. But since 
then, behavior patterns have 
ever more sharply diverged. 
High-school-educated parents 
dine with their children less 
than college-educated par¬ 
ents, read to them less, talk to 
them less, take them to church 
less, encourage them less and 
spend less time engaging in de¬ 
velopmental activity. 
Interspersed with these statis¬ 
tics, Putnam and his research 
team profile some of the repre¬ 
sentative figures from each so¬ 
cial class. The profiles from high- 
school-educated America are 
familiar but horrific. 

David’s mother was basically 
absent. “All her boyfriends have 
been nuts,” he said. “I never re¬ 
ally got to see my mom that 
much.” His dad dropped out of 
school, dated several women 
with drug problems and is now 
in prison. David went to seven 
different elementary schools. 
He ended up under house ar¬ 
rest and got a girl pregnant 
before she left him for a drug 
addict. 

Kayla’s mom married an abu¬ 
sive man but lost custody of 
their kids to him when they split. 
Her dad married a woman with 
a child but left her after it turned 
out the child was fathered by 
her abusive stepfather. Kayla 
grew up as one of five half¬ 
siblings from three relationships 
until her parents split again and 
coupled with others. 

Elijah grew up in a violent neigh¬ 
borhood and saw a girl killed in 
a drive-by shooting when he 
was 4. He burned down a la¬ 
dy’s house when he was 13. He 
goes through periods marked 
by drugs, clubbing and sex but 
also dreams of being a preach¬ 
er. “I just love beating up some¬ 
body,” he told a member of 
Putnam’s team, “and making 


they nose bleed and just hurt¬ 
ing them and just beating them 
on the ground.” 

The first response to these stats 
and to these profiles should 
be intense sympathy. We now 
have multiple generations of 
people caught in recurring 
feedback loops of economic 
stress and family breakdown, 
often leading to something ap¬ 
proaching an anarchy of the 
intimate life. 

But it’s increasingly clear that 
sympathy is not enough. It’s not 
only money and better policy 
that are missing in these circles; 
it’s norms. The health of society 
is primarily determined by the 
habits and virtues of its citizens. 
In many parts of America there 
are no minimally agreed upon 
standards for what it means to 
be a father. There are no ba¬ 
sic codes and rules woven into 
daily life, which people can ab¬ 
sorb unconsciously and follow 
automatically. 

Reintroducing norms will re¬ 
quire, first, a moral vocabulary. 
These norms weren’t destroyed 
because of people with bad 
values. They were destroyed 
by a plague of nonjudgmental- 
ism, which refused to assert that 
one way of behaving was bet¬ 
ter than another. People got 
out of the habit of setting stan¬ 
dards or understanding how 
they were set. 

Next it will require holding 
people responsible. People 
born into the most chaotic situ¬ 
ations can still be asked the 
same questions: Are you living 
for short-term pleasure or long¬ 
term good? Are you living for 
yourself or for your children? Do 
you have the freedom of self- 
control or are you in bondage 
to your desires? 

Next it will require holding ev¬ 
erybody responsible. America 
is obviously not a country in 
which the less educated are 
behaving irresponsibly and the 
more educated are beacons 
of virtue. America is a country 
in which privileged people suf¬ 
fer from their own characteris¬ 
tic forms of self-indulgence: the 
tendency to self-segregate, 
the comprehensive failures of 
leadership in government and 
industry. Social norms need re¬ 
pair up and down the scale, 
universally, together and all at 
once. 

People sometimes wonder why 
I’ve taken this column in a spiri¬ 
tual and moral direction of late. 
It’s in part because we won’t 
have social repair unless we 
are more morally articulate, un¬ 
less we have clearer definitions 
of how we should be behaving 
at all levels. 

History is full of examples of mor¬ 
al revival, when social chaos 
was reversed, when behavior 
was tightened and norms reas¬ 
serted. It happened in England 
in the 1830s and in the U.S. amid 
economic stress in the 1930s. It 
happens through organic com¬ 
munal effort, with voices from 
everywhere saying gently: This 
we praise. This we don’t. 

Every parent loves his or her 
children. Everybody struggles. 
But we need ideals and stan¬ 
dards to guide the way.Q 



Race, History, a President, a Bridge 



CHARLES M. BLOW 
© 2015 New York Times 

As our van in the presidential 
motorcade reached the crest 
of the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
in Selma, Alabama, and be¬ 
gan the descent toward the 
thousands of waiting faces and 
waving arms of those who had 
come to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of “Bloody 
Sunday,” the gravity of that 
place seized me, pushing out 
the breath and rousing the 
wonder. 

The mind imagines the horror of 
that distant day: the scrum of 
bodies and the cloud of gas, 
the coughing and trampling, 
the screaming and wailing, the 
batons colliding with bones, the 
opening of flesh, the running 
down of blood. 

In that moment I understood 
what was necessary in Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s address: 
to balance celebration and 
solemnity, to honor the heroes 
of the past but also to motivate 
the activists of the moment, to 
acknowledge how much work 
had been done but to remind 
the nation that that work was 
not complete. 

(I, along with a small group of 
other journalists, had been in¬ 
vited by the White House to 
accompany the president to 
Selma and have a discussion 
with him during the flight there.) 
About an hour north of where 
the president spoke was Shelby 
County, whose suit against the 
Department of Justice the Su¬ 
preme Court had used to gut 


the same Voting Rights Act that 
Bloody Sunday helped to pass. 
His speech also came after 
several shootings of unarmed 
black men, whose deaths 
caused national protests and 
racial soul-searching. 

It came on the heels of the Jus¬ 
tice Department’s report on 
Ferguson, Missouri, which found 
pervasive racial bias and an 
oppressive use of fines primarily 
against African-Americans. 

It came as a CNN/ORC poll 
found that 4 out of 10 Ameri¬ 
cans thought race relations 
during the Obama presidency 
had gotten worse, while only 15 
percent thought they had got¬ 
ten better. 

The president had to bend 
the past around so it pointed 
toward the future. To a large 
degree, he accomplished that 
goal. The speech was emo¬ 
tional and evocative. People 
cheered. Some cried. 

And yet there seemed to me 
something else in the air: a lin¬ 
gering - or gathering - sense 
of sadness, a frustration born 
out of perpetual incompletion, 
an anger engendered by the 
threat of regression, a pessi¬ 
mism about a present and fu¬ 
ture riven by worsening racial 
understanding and interplay. 

To truly understand the Bloody 
Sunday inflection point - and 
the civil rights movement as a 
whole - one must appreciate 
the preceding century. 

After the Civil War, blacks were 
incredibly populous in Southern 
states. They were close to, or 
exceeded, half the population 
in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Virginia, Mississippi, Louisiana 
and South Carolina. 

During Reconstruction, the 
13th, 14th and 15th Amend¬ 
ments were ratified, abolishing 
slavery, granting citizenship 
and equal protection to for¬ 
mer slaves and extending the 
vote to black men. As a result, 
“some 2,000 African-Americans 
held public office, from the lo¬ 
cal level all the way up to the 
U.S. Senate,” according to the 
television channel History. 

This was an assault on the tra¬ 


ditional holders of power in the 
South, who responded aggres¬ 
sively. The structure of Jim Crow 
began to form. The Ku Klux Klan 
was born, whose tactics would 
put the Islamic State group to 
shame. 

Then in the early 20th century 
came the first wave of the 
Great Migration, in which mil¬ 
lions of Southern blacks would 
decamp for the North, East and 
West. 

This left a smaller black popula¬ 
tion in Southern states that had 
developed and perfected a 
system to keep those who re¬ 
mained suppressed and sepa¬ 
rate. 

Here, the civil rights movement 
and Bloody Sunday played out. 
The movement was about jus¬ 
tice and equality, but in a way 
it was also about power - the 
renewed fear of diminished 
power, the threat of expanded 
power, the longing for power 
denied. 

Now, we must look at the hun¬ 
dred years following the move¬ 
ment to understand that an¬ 
other inflection point is coming, 
one that again threatens tradi¬ 
tional power: the browning of 
America. 

According to the Census Bu¬ 
reau, “The U.S. is projected to 
become a majority-minority 
nation for the first time in 2043,” 
with minorities projected to be 
57 percent of the population 
in 2060. In response, fear and 
restrictive laws are creeping 
back into our culture and our 
politics - not always explicitly 
or violently, but in ways whose 
effects are similarly racially ar¬ 
rayed. 

Structural inequities - econom¬ 
ic, educational - are becoming 
more rigid, and systemic biases 
harder to eradicate. But this 
time the threat isn’t regional 
and racially binary but national 
and multifaceted. 

So, we must fight our fights 
anew. 

As the president told a crowd 
in South Carolina on Friday, 
“Selma is not just about com¬ 
memorating the past.” He con¬ 
tinued, “Selma is now. ”□ 
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At Georgia State, a Father and Son Tread a Fine Line 


MIKE TIERNEY 
© 2015 New York Times 

ATLANTA - Four years ago, 
high school basketball 
standout R.J. Hunter en¬ 
tered his mother's bed¬ 
room in Indianapolis and 
interrupted her sleep with 
some news: He would cast 
his college basketball lot 
with Georgia State. 
Delivering the scoop by 
phone to his father prompt¬ 
ed the boilerplate parental 


response: Sleep on it, and 
let's revisit the decision to¬ 
morrow. 

Ron Hunter immediately 
wished he could retract 
those words, seeing as 
how he was the Panthers’ 
coach. 

“I was mad at myself, think¬ 
ing, ‘I shouldn’t have done 
that,”’ he said. 

R.J. stuck by his decision, 
delighting his parents. 
Not only would the three 
reunite in Atlanta, Ron 
Hunter's home-away-from- 
home for the past year, but 
they would get a close-up 
perspective of R.J.’s transi¬ 
tion to college life that most 
parents of top athletes are 
denied. 


Besides, R.J. might fortify his 
father's job stability at pro¬ 
gram that was foundering 
and largely ignored. 

But as the journey appar¬ 
ently approaches the finish 
line, the Hunters are expe¬ 
riencing a hodgepodge of 
emotions that have compli¬ 
cated what at first seemed 
an ideal situation. R.J. Hunt¬ 
er has second-guessed 
himself as player and son. 
Ron Hunter struggled to 


balance the dual roles of 
father and coach. 

Amy Hunter, the mother 
and spouse, has spent 
plenty of days consoling 
R.J., debating and even 
arguing with her husband 
and defending both in this 
tangled intersection of re¬ 
lationships. 

So when R.J., a 6-foot-6 ju¬ 
nior who is projected as a 
late first-round NBA draft 
pick, locked himself in a lin¬ 
gering courtside embrace 
with Ron Hunter on Satur¬ 
day in what was probably 
his final home game, nei¬ 
ther man could stop the 
tears, nor could Amy Hunt¬ 
er as she watched from 
the stands. None of them 


regretted R.J.’s choice, but 
each was relieved that the 
pressure at home would 
soon dissipate. 

“Honestly, as much as I’ve 
loved coaching my son, 
which has been one of the 
best blessings in my life, if 
you asked could you do it 
again, I don’t know,” Ron 
Hunter said at practice as 
the first-seeded Panthers 
(22-9) prepared for the Sun 
Belt Conference tourna¬ 


ment this week. 

“If I were in R.J.'s shoes,” he 
added, “I couldn’t have 
played for my dad.” 
Familial collaborations are 
not uncommon in college 
basketball. Pete Maravich 
said he would have been 
barred from the house for¬ 
ever had he not joined his 
father. Press, at Louisiana 
State. The New York Knicks 
alumnus Allan Houston 
took patriarchal direction 
at Tennessee. The high¬ 
light of Homer Drew’s dis¬ 
tinguished coaching ca¬ 
reer at Valparaiso was son 
Bryce’s NCAA tournament 
buzzer-beater that remains 
a staple in TV promotions 
for the tournament. 


Jim Larranaga, now at 
Miami, coached his two 
sons at previous stops. Vir¬ 
ginia coach Tony Bennett 
graduated from Green 
Bay, where his father, Dick, 
worked, as its career scor¬ 
ing leader. One of the most 
accomplished duos com¬ 
pleted their alliance only a 
year ago, when Doug Mc¬ 
Dermott of Creighton was 
the consensus player of the 
year under the guidance 


of his father, Greg. 

In his freshman year, R.J. 
vented frequently in per¬ 
son and via text message 
to Amy Hunter about per¬ 
ceived harsh treatment 
from his father, whose soft- 
spoken child-rearing con¬ 
trasts with his shouting in 
the gym. 

“The first time I got yelled 
at, it was weird,” recalled 
R.J. Hunter, who had field¬ 
ed offers from teams in the 
five major conferences. “I 
didn’t know how he was as 
a coach. He gets on every¬ 
body.” Amy Hunter recog¬ 
nized that, for R.J., the line 
between father and coach 
became blurred. She lis¬ 
tened and commiserated 


without always agreeing. 
One standard line of ad¬ 
vice: Trust his coaching in¬ 
stincts because “he knows 
you better than anyone 
else.” 

“Sometimes,” said R.J., 
who considered transfer¬ 
ring, “I'd get mad at her. 
You want her to be on your 
side.” While Ron Hunter de¬ 
manded more from his son 
than of his teammates, he 
was careful not to show it 
as he did years earlier. 
When R. J. Hunter was 
10, his father threw hit¬ 
ting practice for the youth 
baseball team. He tossed 
underhanded to every¬ 
one but his son. The others 
swung at underhanded 
tosses. With his son, “It was 
overhanded, 90 miles an 
hour," he said. R.J. Hunter 
quit the sport that day. 
Neither father nor son was 
fully prepared for awkward¬ 
ness on issues as simple as 
how R.J. should address 
him. For a week, they tried 
“Coach” until the title was 
abandoned. 

“When he needed a hug, 

I couldn't do that,” Ron 
Hunter said. “I couldn’t be 
Dad. I needed to be the 
coach.” 

As all athletes do away 
from games and practices, 
the Panthers would gripe 
about their coaches. R.J. 
decided to take a cue from 
Doug McDermott, now a 
Chicago Bulls rookie, who 
told his Creighton team¬ 
mates when they vented 
about Greg to not withhold 
their feelings. 

“They start talking, and 
I listen," R.J. Hunter said. 
“Sometimes I'm the one 
complaining.” 

After Saturday’s victory 
against Georgia Southern, 
the ever-demonstrative 
Ron Hunter resembled an 
angry bull, sprinting toward 
the Georgia State student 
section that contributed to 
the program’s third sellout 
ever - the first was inspired 
by a postgame Jay Leno 
performance years ago - 
and pounding his chest. It 
was more than a gesture 
of thanks to supporters 
who drowned out a sizable 
Georgia Southern contin¬ 
gent, which displayed a 
sign that read, “If my dad 
was coach. I'd start too. ”□ 



Following a victory over Georgia Southern, Georgia State head coach Ron Hunter and his son R.J. watch a video celebrating the 
team’s season at GSU Sports Arena in Atlanta, March 7, 2015. Hunter, a high-school standout who committed to the college team 
his father coaches, is projected as a late first-round NBA draft pick. 

(Kevin Liles/The New York Times) 














